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Business College
covers loss of
Promise for top
students in need

Student leaves
university after
alleged sexual
harassment
By Chelsea Lane

By Anya Zentmeyer

GVL Assistant News Editor

GVL Staff Writer

A student has left the
university after attempting to
offer money to other students
to remove their shirts.
The Grand Valley State
University
Department
of
Public Safety reported the
now former student made this
request to several students on
the Allendale Campus. The
offender is no longer a student
and has been trespassed from
all the campus properties.
Criminal
charges
for
disorderly conduct have been
issued by the Ottawa County
Prosecutors Office.
The
university’s
anti
harassment policy qualifies
sexual
harassment
as
“unwelcome sexual advances,
requests for sexual favors and
other verbal or physical conduct
of a sexual nature ... (which)
has the purpose or effect of
unreasonably interfering with
or crating an intimidating.

Late this semester, many
students felt the brunt of the
blow when the Michigan
Promise
Scholarship
and
Michigan
Competitive
Scholarship were taken away.
Fortunately, for a select few
students, the Seidman College
of Business’ Dean’s Advisory
Board will recognize the top
students of greatest need with
hopes to alleviate some of
that financial burden with the
Seidman
College
“So we're
Special
kind of just Student
Scholarship,
stepping
which will
up when
award $500
things got
to the top
20 Seidman
tough ... "
students.
MARK
“There
were- about
OLESNAVAGE
900 people
DEAN'S
ADVISORY
in the sort
BOARD
of ‘universe’
CHAIRPERSON
that
we
looked
at,
and
we
looked at students that not
only lost out on Michigan
Competitive
Scholarship,
but the Michigan Promise
Scholarship, too, since they
got hit double,” said Mark
Olesnavage, chairperson of
the DAB. “I think there was
900 plus of those students in
that category. Then they sorted
based on financial need and
performance and came up with
a group of 20 students. The
scholarship is $500 to each
student.”
Vonnie Herrera, director
of external
relations
and
ommunications at the Seidman
School of Business, said
the board is also looking to
establish another scholarship
that will allocate $4,000 to
students each year.
“A Scholarship Committee
comprised ---------------i
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determine ^
the
criteria
for
these
new awards and will likely
recommend that ‘Leadership
Scholarships’ be granted to
Seidman business students
beginning with the fall semester

Of 2010 .”
The
money
for
the
scholarship will not come from
the school’s budget but rather
from the pockets of those on
the board. The dues, essentially
donations,
each
Advisory
Board member pays every year
to support various activities
for the board will fund the
scholarships.
“The idea came from a
discussion we had in terms
of how tough things were for
students and how scholarships
were scarce and being pulled
away from the people who
needed it,” Olesnavage said.
“And James Williams and the
Dean's Advisory Board went
over the situation and saw how
tough it was on students and we
all thought. ‘Hey. we should do
something.”
Olesnavage said the board
recognizes this does not make
everything right for students,
given the total expense of
school, but does hope it will
help students financially, as
well as show students the board
wants them to stay in school
See Scholarships, A2

GVL / Mark Andrus
GVSU President Thomas J. Haas congratulates students as he hands them their diplomas. About 900 students completed
their degrees in the fall 2009 semester. The commencement ceremony took place at the Van Andel Arena on Saturday

Fall commencement
boasts 900 grads
here at GVSU comes into play
throughout life,” Hardy said.
GVL Staff Writer
Hardy’s love and appreciation
Words
of
encouragement to the university is similar to the
are expected at any graduation sentiments of many alumni.
ceremony.
The
themes
of
•Sharon
this
semester’s
LaChappelle who
“Everything you
commencement
sat in the crowd to
last Saturday not
experience at GVSU
watch her son Levi
only
included
receive his diploma
comes into play
encouraging words
also spoke about
throughout life.”
but also a request for
her
appreciation
graduating students
for GVSU, which
TROY A. HARDY
to continue their
is her alma mater.
RECIPIENT OF
initiativesof success
In
1997,
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS
and education.
she
earned
her
AWARD
“We
must
bachelor’s degree
transform Michigan
and in 2004, her master’s.
for the better with risk-taking and
“I enjoyed my experience at
collaboration,” said this year’s
commencement speaker, Mary
See Graduates, A2
Sue Coleman.
Coleman, who
serves
as
president of the University of
Michigan-Ann Arbor spoke of
the economic crisis and how
“Michigan needs the creativity
and skills of exemplary students
to turn the state around.”
President Thomas J. Haas
also encouraged students to be
confident and “have no fear in
making changes.”
The
ceremony
continued
its theme of motivation by
recognizing the Hmmy-nominated
music editor Troy A. Hardy
with the Distinguished Alumnus
Award. During the video played at
commencement. Hardy spoke of
his accomplishments and credited
GVL I Mark Andrus
his achievements to Grand Valley
Mary Sue Coleman, president of U-MState University.
Ann Arbor, spoke at commencement.
“Everything you experience
By Nadira Kharmai

-

GVL / Mark Andrus
Students celebrate as they walk across the stage to signify their graduation.
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Last
semester’s
commencement
ceremony
marked a milestone for Grand
Valley
State
University,
which continued on Saturday,
as the university recorded
the greatest increase in the
number of graduates during
the past 10 years compared
to other Michigan schools.
The
Integrated
Postsecondary
Education
Data System Completion
Survey released the data on
Nov. 30.
For the 1998-99 school
year, GVSU awarded 2,478
degrees, which increased to
4,754 in 2008-09, for a 91.8
percent growth.
“Grand
Valley’s
accomplishment is all the
more remarkable because
the university’s graduation
increases have come at a time
when state aid has dropped
dramatically and our tuition
held to a rate below the
state average,” said GVSU
President Thomas J Haas in
a press release.
While GVSU currently
enrolls 24,408 students, with
a student body growth rate
of about 42 percent for the
past 10 years, the number of
graduates has increased at an
even faster rate.
Of
the
15
public
universities in
Michigan,
three reported a decrease
in the number of degrees
they give out compared to
2002-03, while the other 12
reported an increase with
GVSU leading the way.
“We are doing our part
to ensure that the state of
Michigan has the welleducated college graduates
it needs for the knowledge
economy of the 21st century
and keeping them here,” Haas
said.
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See Harassment, A2

Allendale
looks to add
sidewalks
along 48th
By Dan Michniewicz
GVL Copy Editor

Whether it is for exercise
or just to get to the next party,
traveling by foot or bicycle
on 48th Avenue can prove a
precarious situation. Other than
the lone stretch of concrete in
front of Hillcrest Townhouses,
there are no sidewalks.
Phil
Brummel, Allendale
Township’s zoning administrator,
said the township board has
actively sought grants to fund the
installation of sidewalks along
48th Avenue.
“The
state
and
federal
government
had
some
money available for sidewalk
construction for properties that
were in close proximity to school
districts,” Brummel said. “But
the money wasn’t available for ...
colleges or universities, only for
elementary schools.”
Brummel also noted 48th
Avenue does not have an inground storm water detention
system, so ditches are needed to
manage rainwater.
“When you have that kind
of topographic elevation, it’s
difficult to put sidewalks in those
spaces,” Brummel said.
However, Ottawa County
and Allendale Township plan
to expand the section of 48th
Avenue from Lake Michigan
Drive to Pierce Street in 2015.
If 48th Avenue is expanded, part
of the expansion would likely
include an in-ground runoff
system, creating an opportunity
for the construction of sidewalks.
Allendale Township would have
to provide the funds for these
See Sidewalks, A2

GVL Archive
Some want sidewalks in the greater
campus area to increase safety.
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continued from page A1

and succeed.
‘‘I hopefully think it’s
that students in the Seidman
program know that there
are people who do want

Graduates
continued from page A1

GVSU,”
LaChappelle
said. “Everything from the
social work program to
the professors was really
amazing.”
Sharon’s
mother
is
also a GVSU alumnus,
which makes Levi a thirdgeneration graduate.
Sharon said it was a
wonderful discovery when
her family recently made
the connection about three
generations having gone
through school at GVSU.
“I never thought about
how three of us completed

Harassment
continued from page A1

hostile, oroffensive working
or education environment.”
According to the GVSU
Student Handbooks student

&urJramily)Dental Practice
Weicornes&ySU Staff, Employees,
mMfl

to see them succeed and
continue on, and we’re
being as supportive as we
can,” Olesnavage said. “So
we’re kind of just stepping
up when things got tough,
and especially when you

plan on things and all of the
sudden it’s pulled out from
underneath you. So we’re
just sort of saying, ‘We feel
your pain a little bit, and
we’re trying to help.’”

an accomplishment like
this,” she said. “We didn’t
set out to do this; it just
happened.”
Levi said he did not
choose GVSU because of
his mother or grandmother
but chose it for the sociology
program and other activities
the school has to offer. He
said up until a few days
before commencement, he
never processed the thought
of what it meant to carry on
an educational tradition.
“It is a novelty to say I am
a third-generation alumnus,”
Levi said.“GVSU hasgrown
a lot and not many people

can say their parents and
grandparents went here.”
The social work student
completed his studies in the
typical four years.
More than 900 students
participated in the fall
2009 graduation edremony.
Graduates of the colleges
of Community and PublicService,
Engineering
and
Computing,
Health
Professions,
Education,
Interdisciplinary
Studies,
Liberal Arts and Sciences,
Nursing
and
Business
walked
in
Saturday’s
ceremony.

who is found responsible
for physical or verbal
harassment or intimidation
of any kind may be removed
from on-campus housing.
Victims are advised to
report any instances of

harassment or intimidation
to a Housing or Residence
Life staff member or, if they
think they are in immediate
or severe danger, to the
police.

expansion of the road as well
as the addition of sidewalks
would benefit both pedestrians
and drivers.
“Any time you separate
pedestrians from traffic and
separate traffic going in
both directions with a green
median, it will make for a
safer environment,” he said.
“Whether it’s a person trying to
cross the road going to campus
in Allendale or someone in a
vehicle going to the downtown
campus, the boulevard is much
safer in the long haul.”
From the 1998 to2(X)8,the
average number of vehicles
driven per day on 48th Avenue
increased by 7(X).
As almost 10XXX) vehicles
a day travel 48th Avenue just
south of Lake Michigan Drive,
an increase of 7(X) is not too
significant, especially when
increases in Grand Valley State
University’s enrollment and the
number of housing complexes
on the avenue during those
same 10 years are taken into
account. Nonetheless, both
enrollment and the number offcampus housing complexes
continue to increase.
“48th is going to be a busier
and busier street,” Alkema
said.

Alkema also said the
township tries to add a new
stretch of sidewalk each
year. Last year, the township
added sidewalks to a section
of 68th Street. Next year, it
has plans to add sidewalks to
60th Avenue south of Lake
Michigan Drive.
What about the role played
by
off-campus
housing
complexes?
The
owners
of
Hillcrest
Townhouses
have built sidewalks on
their property, though other
complexes have not followed
suit.
With the potential expansion
of 48th Avenue looming,
Brummel said it would be
unreasonable to mandate offcampus housing complexes to
construct sidewalks.
“It may be wiser to wait for
when the road is improved so
that (any new sidewalks) aren’t
tom up in just a few minutes,”
he said.
Because the township is
waiting until the expansion
to add any sidewalks along
48th Avenue, current GVSU
students kxiking for a safe road
to jog or walk along are out of
luck. That is, of course, unless
they plan on graduating with
one or two “supers” preceding
their senior status and are still
around for 2015.
“The difficulty we got into
was obviously the timing of
it,” Alkema said. “2015 isn’t
t(x> far away, so we are better
off waiting for it.”
dmichniewicz @ lanthorn .com

azentmeyer@ lanthorn .coni

nkharmai@ lanthorn .com

assistantnews@lanthorn.com
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815-7400

sidewalks.
Township Supervisor Jerry
Alkema said the township
plans to fund them with federal
money through the Grand
Valley Metro Council.
“The funding looks pretty
secure,” Alkema said.
The township has not yet
determined whether 48th will
be expanded into a five-lane
road or a boulevard.
“If
we’re
leaning
somewhere, it would be a
boulevard,” Alkema said.
Brummel
said
the

ross 48th Avenue from QVSU
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article, "GV to screen Nepalese
student's film on home country's
civil war" should have been
credited to Tulsi Bhandari.

• •

J

*♦

NEWS

Chelsea Lane, Assistant News Editor
assistantnews@lanthorn.com

•LlGVL DIGEST

Grand Valley Lanthorn
Monday, December 14, 2009

New vending machines offer healthier snacks

News in Hrirf

Select living centers see installation of U.U.M.A.N. vending machines to promote good nutrition
GRCC, GVSU hosts 'Late
Night at the YMCA'
In a joint effort with
GRCC, Grand
Valley
State University Housing
and Pew Student Services
will host an event called
“Late
Night
at
the
YMCA.”
*
GRCC
or
GVSU
students with valid IDs
can bring friends and
family to the downtown
YMCA for fun, games
and food.
The aim of “Late
Night at the YMCA”
is to promote healthier
and alternative activities
for college families on
Saturday nights.
The event takes place
on Jan. 23 from 9 p.m. to
1 a.m.
'First Time Donor Day'
comes downtown
Pew Student Services
will
host
another
downtown event on Jan.
19,
2010.
Alongside
Michigan Blood, Pew
Student Services will do
“First Time Donor Day.”
All donors will receive
an authentic Michigan
Blood T-shirt, but only
first-time donors will
enter a raffle for a GVSU
sweatshirt.
The event will take
place downtown on the
Pew Campus.
University police seek
stolen bike's owner
Two students were
recently
arrested
for
stealing at least six
bicycles from GVSU and
Calvin College property.
The students, who used
bolt cutters to break bike
locks, will face charges
and restitution will be
sought for the victims.
University
police
estimate the total cost
of the six bikes at
approximately $3,000.
All but one bicycle has
been recovered by police,
who are currently trying
to identify the owner of
one of the recovered bikes
so it can be returned.
The bike in question
was stolen at or near
Kirkpatrick
Living
Center.
If a student thinks the
bike may be his or hers,
contact the Department of
Public Safety to provide a
description of the missing
bike at (616) 331-3255.
GVSU senior succeeds
on national scale
GVSU senior Leah
Zuber has been awarded
the 2009 Public Relations
Student
Society
of
America
National
President Citation.
The purpose of the
award is to honor a public
relations student who
exceeds expectations for
a PRSSA member and
displays strong leadership
and professional skills.
The award is chosen
based on a short essay, a
letter of recommendation
and the applicant's PRSSA
honors and activities.
“Leah is deserving
of
this
award,”
said
Tim
Penning,
associate professor of
communications at GVSU.
“She represents GVSU,
PRSSA and the Public
Relations
professional
extraordinarily well.”
Winter 2019 tuition
deadline approaching
The deadline for winter
2010 tuition is Friday.
Students
have
the
option to pay in full
by Dec. 18, or begin a
deferment plan with four
installment payments.
There is a $40 nonrefundable fee to utilize
the payment plan each
semester.
Visit
GVSU’s
Financial Aid Web site
at http://www.gvsu.edu/
financialaid/ for more
information on tuition for
next semester.

residents were obese in 2008, up from
14.1 percent in 1990.1>ast year, obesityGVL Staff Writer
related health care costs in the U.S.
For students living in Kistler Hall, totaled $92.6 billion.
North C Living Center and Niemeyer
Mick Doxey, GVSU’s director
Living Center Last and West, grabbing a of Business Services, said the dorm
snack from a vending machine has gotten locations were chosen because the
healthier.
university wanted to gauge student
Older machines featuring standard support for the new machines. He added
vending-machine fare in those dormitory while the university pushes for healthier
buildings were replaced with machines options, not all students will want to eat
offering more nutritional snacks to the new, nutritional snacks.
students.
"Hie offerings are detenu ined by
Now, instead of chips, cookies and demand, and there are still a fair number
candy, students can choose from Luna of people who still want their candy
Bars, Clif Bars, apple crisps, pita chips bars and potato chips,” Doxey said.
and organic milk. The machines also “The university continues to seek ways
offer energy shots and immune boosters to provide healthy, sustainable vending
such as 5 Hour Energy
and dining options for
and Emergen-C.
“The university
our students, faculty and
TTienewll.U.M A.N.,
staff. We must balance
continues to seek
or Helping Unite Man
customer
demand,
and Nutrition, machines
ways to provide
flexibility and making
are part of a pilot
sure that in the end it
healthy sustainable
program implemented
makes financial sense
vending (options)...’1
by Grand Valley State
for everyone.”
MICK DOXEY
University in an attempt
While
the
pilot
GVSU DIRECTOR OF
to give students healthier
program
has
not
BUSINESS SERVICES
options on the go. Ilie
been in progress long
machines are contracted
enough to compare
out to the university by Vavin Vending the H.U.M.A.N. machines’ sales to the
in Hudsonville, Mich., which owns, fills previous machines, the H.U.M.A.N.’s
and maintains the machines and then have already received mixed reactions
earns a percentage of sales.
from students.
Nutrition Without Borders, the
One major benefit for students is the
company behind the H.U.M.A.N. credit card reader on the machine, which
machines, stated on its Web site, “Like allows cash-strapped students to charge
humans,our vending machines are smart, their snack instead of digging for change.
innovative and have been designed However, cash or credit, price has been
to hold position at the top of the food a sticking point for some, including
chain.”
Niemeyer East resident Adam Brennan.
I"he machines alsohaveaphilanthropic
“The food is so gosh dam expensive,”
edge, with 10 percent of proceeds going Brennan said. "I never have enough
toward charities that deal with obesity money to conveniently buy fcxxl if I’m
and malnutrition.
just walking by, so 1 end up using other
The university hopes small measures vending machines a lot more, which is
such as replacing vending machine foods pretty frustrating because the new ones
with healthier alternatives can make a have healthier fcxxl in them.”
big impact, with rates of obesity and
The program will be evaluated in
obesity-related disease increasing across February, at which point the university
the U.S.
will decide whether or not to continue or
According to the Centers for Disease expand the program.
Control, 28.9 percent of Michigan
sbutcher@ lanthorn worn
By Samantha Butcher

HeatthyVending

GVL / Chelsea Lane
H.U.M.A.N. vending machines are the latest campus effort to promote student health.

Senior starts, co-owns sustainable business
GVstudent's company Alter Eco distributes eco-friendly products
distribution
and
logistics like work to me."
Alter Eco
not only
marketing major.
GVL Staff Writer
When asked why he chose distributes products that would
Going to classes, doing GVSU, Fehr talked about increase
sustainability
in
homework and pursuing his his interest in the Seidman homes and businesses but also
major has not stopped Grand College of Business.
makes small efforts by using
Valley State University senior
100 percent recycled business
“It is very reputable,” Fehr
Tim Fehr
said.“Quite a few people know cards and transitioning from
from
about the business school and paper mail to e-mail.
getting
“Our main focus is selling
it’s well respetted. 1 am here
involved
to be successful.”
products that increase peoples’
i
n
Grand Rapids also provides sustainability,” Fehr said. “We
business.
a wide scope for business want to make the environment
Fehr
is
expansion. Fehr said Alter Eco and the world a better place.
one of four
is interested in working with We’re a team, is really what it
partners
GVSU, providing sustainable comes down to.”
who own
Fehr expressed concern for
products ' such as LEED
Alter Eco,
lighting and low-flow shower climate change and the impact
a company
heads for on-campus housing sustainable education could
focused on the distribution
have on it. He said he hopes to
to conserve energy and water.
of
energy-efficient
and
“We are hoping to join the eventually become personally
eco-friendly
Sustainable involved
in
improving
products.
Community
education
and
is
optimistic
“If you want to go
Alter Eco
Development about his future, planning to
do something, you
began as a
Initiative,” own a few companies by age
submission in a
Fehr
said.
30.
should just go do
Michigan State
Fehr added he is the type of
“We
want
it.”
business idea
to
become person who takes opportunities
competition
established in when he sees them.
TIM FEHR
by Jeff Bass,
Grand Rapids.
A member of the GVSU
ALTER ECO CO-OWNER
current
Alter
In business, CEO Club, Fehr went to the
Eco managing
it’s all about CEO National Conference
partner, Charlie Peterson and who has been there first and in October. He stressed
Bill Peterson. After winning who is more established."
the importance of meeting
some business software to
Business was not a foreign people and making good
help get the company started, concept for Fehr growing up. connections.
Bass and his business partners His grandfather owned a small
Fehr said, however, the
were able to establish Alter carpentry company. His father most important part of being
Eco in July.
is involved in business as well, successful in business is to
Fehr and Bass grew up working in land negotiation, leam from other business
together in Coal City. III.
with no training or degrees in owners’ mistakes and begin as
“Tim is a great guy,” Bass the area.
early as possible.
said. “He had always been
“Talktothebusinessowners
“I think it's definitely taught
a good sales guy. even back me that you don’t have to have who have failed because you
in his days at Circuit City. It some kind of certification to definitely leam the most from
made sense (to include him in go and do something," Fehr your failures,” Fehr said. “The
the business). He's been out said of his father. “If you
large majority of people that
there, meeting with clients and want to go do something, you really become successful and
selling products.”
should just go do it. I chose make a big difference in the
Currently, Fehr works as to do business because I like world start very young and are
a limited partner while he talking to people, meeting goal-oriented.”
finishes his education and people. I enjoy being socially
rnwaite@ lanthorn .com
plans on becoming a more interactive and it doesn’t feel
active part of the company.
Having a business behind
him has not stopped Fehr
from going through the usual
struggles of deciding what
major to work toward. In
the five-year program, he is
considering a double major
in international business and
marketing or perhaps earning
a minor in marketing instead.
Courtesy logo / Tim Fehr
As of right now, Fehr
sees himself as more of a Alter Eco focuses on the distribution of energy-efficient products.
By Molly Waite

Courtesy Photo / Google Images
Bikes will be available this spring for Facilities Services staff to use.

Campus workers renovate
bikes for sustainable use
By Nadira Kharmai
GVL Staff Writer

As soon as the snow
melts, the Facilities Services
department will start using the
latest trend in transportation:
biking.
The department has tried
to cut back on car and golf
cart use in the past to be more
sustainable.Their new change in
transportation is all around ecofriendly as the bikes currently
used were once worn out,
unwanted rides left behind by
students before summer break.
The idea sprang from Fred
Danielson, a Facilities Services'
student employee who nxle
his bike to work almost every
day. Danielson also nxle from
building to building as a way to
get to meetings and to diagnose
a maintenance problem instead
of driving his car.
“Heavy traffic on Campus
Drive and finding a parking
spot can be time consuming, but
if you ride your bike, you can
get wherever you need to faster
and not contribute to pollution,”
Danielson said.
He and his boss, safety
manager David Cox, developed
a plan last summer to find bikes
for more employees to use.
“We noticed many beat up
bikes lefl around dorms at the
end of the year and wondered
if we could fix them up and put
them to use,” Cox said. The
Department of Public Safety
collected the bikes and after
owners did not claim them,
they became part of Cox and
Danielson’s project.
Minor repairs such as the
replacement of brake pads or

fixing a flat tire were made and
soon enough. Facilities Services
gathered eight bikes for any of
their office workers to use.
“We used to use our cars or
golf carts to (get to) buildings
and now, the bikes replace
that,” Cox said. The change in
transportation not only gives
employees exercise but also
“continues GVSU’s mission of
erasing our carbon footprint.”
Cox and Danielson said they
have only seen positive results
from bike use.
“Other departments like
Housing have caught on to our
bike riding and they want to
their employees to use bikes
now, too,” Cox said.
The bikes are not locked
up once an employee reaches
his or her destination. Each
bike features a label displaying
“GVSU Safety," but no lock
and chain are attached.
“GVSU students have been
respectful so far and haven’t
taken our bikes,” Danielson
said.
In addition to minor repairs
and placing labels on the bikes,
the duo also created a type of
“specialty” bike for employees
who work at night. Danielson
explained some workers, such
as night supervisors, have front
and rear I .ED lights attached for
safety.
“The only thing we're
looking at adding to our idea is
the use of helmets,” Danielson
said.
Facilities Services hopes
to obtain enough bikes so at
any given time an employee
can use a bike for work-related
purposes.

nkhamuii @ lanthorn jcom
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EDITORIAL CARTOON

'09 lives
Less than three weeks from the start of a
new decade, members of the Grand Valley
State University community have much to
remember about their lives in 2009.
Every year has its share of triumph and tragedy and 2009 is no
different.
In a few days, GVSU’s campuses will fall silent once again as
students and faculty depart for winter vacation. Finals week has at
last arrived to the dismay of some and relief of others.
For 900 GVSU students, this week marks their last as Lakers
and their first as college graduates.
Much has happened in 2009, and each student, faculty and staff
member will recall their own most memorable moment come New
Year’s. Whatever that moment may be, members of the GVSU
community cannot forget the many other events that shaped their
lives in 2009.
In October, almost 96,000 students across the state of Michigan
were informed the Promise Scholarship had been cut. As a result,
the Michigan people were given new insight into the questionable
priorities of their government.
The Laker women’s soccer team brought home the first NCAA
Division II Women’s Soccer National Championship in school
history and the football team fell seven points short of claiming
a similar title. The women’s cross country team also came within
eight points of their own national win.
At this time next year, the plays and scores of this season’s
games will have been forgotten, but the time spent with friends
tailgating and cheering on the Lakers while shivering in
overcrowded stadium stands will live forever in Facebook albums
and non-digital memories.
A few weeks ago, President Barack Obama announced he
would send 30,000 troops to Afghanistan to bring a conclusive
end to what a former president called the “war on terror.” Not
many GVSU students will see action in Afghanistan, but much
like the six degrees of Kevin Bacon, most will know of someone
who will serve and will be changed by this association.
The H1N1 virus made its way to GVSU early in the semester
and one student died from complications with the virus. Other
students were diagnosed with the virus and hundreds of doses
of vaccine were distributed to high-risk groups in the university
community. We learned the frailty of human life through this
experience.
Washington mourned two members of American royalty
with the deaths of Edward Kennedy and Eunice Shriver, and
infomercial enthusiasts around the world lost Billy Mays.
Hollywood and the music industry suffered, too, with the deaths
of Farrah Fawcett, Patrick Swayze, Michael Jackson and many
more stars whose influence on our taste in music, fashion, politics
and romance will linger long past 2009.
Harry Potter, the boy wizard with whom Millennial grew up,
came one step closer to defeating Lord Voldemort and the line was
drawn between supporters of Teams Edward and Jacob.
Every year has its glory days and catastrophic moments, some
will be remembered and others forgotten, but some part of 2009
will live within you forever. Which part will it be?
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,ETTER TO THE EDITOR

Smoking endangers health of students, belongs off campus
People have a right
to make their own
decisions, however great
or foolish those decisions
may be. I do believe that
the individual should
maintain their right to
smoke if they wish to,
in private dwellings.
However, smoking
on campus should be
banned, for it interferes
with more than just the
individual choosing
to light up. Second
hand smoke inhalation
causes increased risk
of lung infections and
lung diseases such as
pneumonia, bronchitis,
asthma, emphysema,
cancer, as well as,
ear infections, sinus
problems, strokes,
nose, eye and throat
irritation, headaches,
and the worst of all
heart disease. Heart
disease, better known
as atherosclerosis,

This week’s question:
Are sidewalks along 48th Avenue

No:

15.15%

Vote online at

^) Lanthorn.com

necessary?

GVL OPINION POLICY
The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley
I .anthom opinion page is to stimulate
discussion and action on topics of interest
to the Grand Valley Community.
Student opinions do not reflect those of
the Grand Valley 1 anthom.
The Grand Valley I .anthom welcomes
reader viewpoints and offers three vehicles
of expression for reader opinions: letters
to the editor, guest columns and phone
responses.
letters must include the author's name
and be accompanied by current picture
identification if dropped off in person.
Letters will be checked by an employee of
the Grand Valley l .anthom
I otters appear as space permits each

issue. Ihe limit for letter length is one
page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and
condense letters and columns for length
restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
Ihe Grand Valley Lanthorn will not be
held responsible for errors that appear in
print as a result of transcribing handwritten
letters or e-mail typographic emirs.
The name of the author may be withheld
for compelling reasons.
The
content,
information
and
views expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those of the
university, its Board of Trustees, officers,
faculty and staff.

to class I do not want to
have to run to avoid the
side effects listed above.
In that situation 1 am not
making the choice to
smoke, yet it is forced
upon me anyway. We
have a dry campus, yet I
cannot possibly feel the
effects of alcohol from
what the person next to
me ingests. If this is so
why can we not have
a smoke-free campus
when the person who
lights up next to me is
in turn causing me to
experience smoke as
well. Growing up in
California, I was part
of a smoke-free public
environment and it was
amazing. Never did I
have to worry about
secondhand smoke or
the smell in public. In
fact when we first moved
to Michigan I was
shocked when a waitress
at a restaurant asked

me if 1 would like to be
seated in “smoking or
non?” I understand why
anti-smoking legislature
is hard to pass at the
state and national level
because of the revenue
smoking brings in.
However, Grand Valley
is relatively unaffected
by the business side
of smoking. A ban on
smoking is not meant on
infringe on the rights of
Grand Valley students,
it is merely meant to
protect their own well
being and the health of
the student population
as a whole. I personally
have no interest in
lighting up, and wish
that this decision
remains a personal one
and does not rely on
the other students who
surround me.
Christine Colleran
GVSU freshman

Keeping hope for diversity post-college

Should GVSU adhere to the same cancellation
policies as the surrounding school districts?

84.85%

causes a buildup of
fatty substances in the
arteries. Atherosclerosis
occurs when the normal
lining of the arteries
deteriorates, the walls
of the arteries thicken,
and deposits of fat and
plaque block the flow
of blood through the
arteries. These events
lead to a heart attack
which can cause even
more serious problems.
According to the Center
for Disease Control,
“Secondhand smoke
is estimated to cause
from 22,700 to 69,600
premature deaths from
heart disease each year
in the United States
among nonsmokers.
These statics are
very scary, and very
preventable. Smoking
is an individual choice,
but no more than that.
When someone lights
up next to me walking

GVL STUDENT OPINION

Valley Vote

Yes:

better relationships

The fall semester,
the year 2(X)9 and my
undergraduate career
are all coming to a
close. Sitting among
my fellow colleagues
dressed in Laker blue
caps and gowns on
Saturday, I couldn't
help but try to think of
a good way to end my
columns.
It has been a year
and a half since I started
writing for the Lanthorn
and I have covered
many topics, from
pirates to sustainability.
President Barack
Obama and so much
more.
So sitting there in
the Van Andel Arena,
staring at President
Thomas Haas’ awesome
bling medallion that
resembles something
Flavor Flav would wear,
I thought about what I
would write.

1 am very excited to
end this chapter of my
life and move to the
next.
However, in this
economy, that jump
from college to the real
world is a lot scarier
than it used to be,
especially in Michigan.
Also, I worry about the
mindset of America.
Here in the university
setting, we promote
and honor diversity
of cultures, ideas and
beliefs.
Students are taught to
accept others, whether
you agree with them or
not, and are encouraged
to learn about each
others’ differences. One
of my main concerns,
after of course the
concern of finding a
job, is entering the real
world and seeing if this
environment is offered
out there as well.
leaving the warm
cocoon of a liberal
environment can be
sometimes scary for
those who have found
safety in the realm of

higher education.
The jump from a
liberal and open college
mindset into the real
world for me was
made a little easier by
reading the news after
graduation. Several
topics showed me the
real world would not be
as intolerant as it might
have once been.
Houston has become
the largest city to elect
an openly gay mayor —
City Controller Annise
Parker. Although other
cities have elected
openly gay mayors,
Houston is highlighted
this weekend for being
the largest. Personally, I
think it is also amazing
simply because Texas is
not known for its open
mind.
Obama has been
facing some disapproval
from Jessie Jackson
and black leaders
in Congress for not
targeting assistance to
the black community
during the recession.
In an interview Obama
said, “The most

important thing 1 can
do for the AfricanAmerican community
is the same thing I can
do for the American
community, period, and
that is get the economy
going again and get
people hiring again.”
As much as I like
to criticize Obama’s
policy, I respect him
because he knows the
main goal is to help the
entire country.
We also have the
United Nations working
on climate change
at a conference in
Copenhagen, Denmark.
Although all our
environmental problems
can’t be fixed in one
conference, the fact that
it is a concern for these
leaders is a step in the
right direction.
So although the
world of post-education
isn’t by any means
perfect, it seems that
there is a lot going on
to bridge the world of
higher education and the
outside world.

psaenz@ lanthorn.

Susie Skowronek, Laker Life Editor
lakerlife@lanthorn.com
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Downtown GR to host New Years
More than 20,000
estimated to watch
ball drop downtown

A ^

L

Rec Center sells
exercise passes
to promote
winter health

By Susie Skowronek
GVL Laker Life Editor

By Tracy Gershon

No longer do Michigan
residents need to travel to the
East Coast to view a New Year’s
ball drop live.
At the HOT New Year’s
Eve Party presented by Citadel
Broadcasting and HOT 105.3
FM, more than 20,000 people
will tip their heads to the sky
at midnight when the ball drops
over Rosa Parks Circle.
Christina Elsenbroek,director
of marketing for the event,
described last year’s inaugural
event as electric.
“There was this energy and
vibe about entire place,” she
said.
The event will begin at 5:30
p.m. Dec. 31 with Bud Light
Happy Hour. Featured musicians
Michigan-native Uncle Kracker,
emo-pop band Boys Like Girls
and Internet singing sensation
Priscilla Renea will perform a
free concert.
The music continues at 9 p.m.
with DJ Curtis Avison, who will
spin tunes.
The countdown will start
five
minutes
to
midnight,
when the ceremonial Rockford
Construction
and
Westmaas
Electric ball drop will open the
year 2010. The glowing orb
contains more than 300 lamps
and uses more than 23,000 watts
of power.
This event lasts until 12:30
a.m. on Jan. I.
Viewers can also watch the
festivities from their homes.
WZZM-13 will broadcast both
the ball drop in Times Square
and the Grand Rapids event.
At
Rosa
Parks
Circle, For the second year, Grand Rapids will have its own New Year's Eve ball drop at
volunteers will staff warming
The Grand Rapids New Year’s
section because little people had
tents and vendor stands that
a hard time seeing anything last party began last year under the
will offer warm beverages and
year,” Elsenbroek title New Year’st)n the Grand.
HOT New Year’s
“1 had seen this event, in
said.
“There
was
this
Eve
merchandise.
Aside
from Marquette,” Elsenbroek said.
Visitors
can
energy and vibe
having a view of “They drop a ball from the
purchase additional
the concert stage in county courthouse. I thought,
about
the
entire
food and beverages
‘Why couldn’t we do that down
the Amway Family
from area restaurants
place.”
Area,
children here in Grand Rapids?’”
and bars.
CHRISTINA
Last year’s event began
can also sip hot
However,
the
chocolate courtesy small, but during three months
ELSENBROEK
New Year’s party
of Danielle Rowland of planning, the event committee
NEW YEAR'S ON THE
itself is an alcoholState Farm Agent decided to bring national acts to
GRAND DIRECTOR OF
free event.
and collect goody the New Year’s stage.
MARKETING
The
Grand
“We originally expected 3,000
bags from Cosmic
Rapids Art Museum
to 5,000 people,” Elsenbroek
Candy Company.
will open its doors to families
Special needs guests can also added. “When we had upward
with children 10 and under.
make use of the family area at from 10,000 - not to mention
“One new thing is family
10,000 more in the downtown
the GRAM.

GVL Staff Writer

Courtesy Photo / Google Images
Rosa Parks Circle. The event is free.

bars and restaurants - we had to
shut down Monroe. People just
parked their cars and got out to
watch the ball drop.”
This year, coordinators plan to
close the streets near Rosa Parks
Circle earlier in the evening.
Currently, event planners hope
to shut down Monroe Avenue
and Pearl Street.
To prevent overcrowding in
the heart of the city, a free shuttle
service will ferry visitors from
parking lots outside the city to
the downtown party.
Follow the updates on this
event at http://hotnewyearseve.
com.

lakerlife@ lanthorn .com

Physician assistant group hosts benefit for local clinic
Proceeds from formal
go to Oasis of Hope
to provide medical
service for uninsured
By Maya Soter
GVL Staff Writer

Winter break is nearing;
the holidays are in the air and
all members of the university
community have the opportunity
to celebrate the semester’s end
by attending the benefit for a free
medical clinic in Grand Rapids.
Grand Valley State University’s
Physician
Assistant
Formal
Holiday Benefit Event will be

held Wednesday from 7 p.m. to raised donations support Oasis
9 p.m. at the Eberhard Center on of Hope,” said Rachel VanStrien,
PRC president.
the Pew Campus.
Oasis of Hope,
The
Richard
the
medical
Paul
Clodfelder
“Oasis of Hope
clinic that will
Student
Society
offers a wide range
benefit from from
will host the event.
Wednesday’s
of services at no
RPC is the official
event, is located in
organization
of
charge to those in
Grand Rapids.
GVSU
Physician
need.”
“Oasis of Hope
Assistant students.
offers a wide range
The event is
ASHLEY STROTBAUM
of services at no
annual
for
the
PRC SOCIAL CHAIR
GVSU
Physician
charge to those in
need,” said Ashley
Assistant program
and this year is the
Strotbaum,
PRC
second year the event has been a social chair.
According to its Web site.
benefit.
“One hundred percent of the Oasis of Hope has offered medical

Courtesy pnoto ' Asniey btrotDaum

The Richard Paul Clodfelder Student Society will host the Formal Holiday Benefit Event to raise money for Oasis of Hope.

services since 2007 to persons in
the greater Grand Rapids area
who have no insurance coverage
(including
private
insurance
or any government sponsored
medical coverage) and who also
make less than 200 percent above
federal poverty guidelines.
“Over the years, GVSU PA
students have built a collaborative
relationship with the owners
of this clinic: Barb Grinwis,
a physician sssistant, and her
husband Dan,” VanStrien said.
PA students and faculty from
GVSU are able to volunteer time
helping at the Oasis of Hope.
“Oasis of Hope also receives
volunteering support from other
GVSU programs such as the
nursing school/’Strotbaum added.
“This is a wonderful relationship
that we value greatly.”
The benefit will also celebrate
PA students’ achievements thus
far.
“It’s the end of the semester
for first-year PA students, the
end of the didactic portion for the
second years and the end of the
first clinical rotations for third
years,” VanStrien said regarding
student achievements.
The GVSU Formal will benefit
the Grand Rapids community and
PA students.
“The benefit is open to PA
students and non-PA students,
faculty and alumni of PA,”
Strotbaum said. “This allows the
faculty and students to interact
with each other to network
and learn more about the
profession.”
PRC
will
be
providing
appetizers,
beverages
and
dessert. There is a $10 suggested
donation fee.

m.soter@ lanthorn .com

To rid the campus population
of extra holiday pounds, the
Recreation Center will offer group
exercise passes.
Group exercise allows faculty,
staff and students to register, pay
a fee and attend structured classes
that promote fun in exercise.
Group exercise passes can be
purchased online at the Campus
Recreation Web site. Participants
can access all classes for $40. A
land and spin pass costs $25, while
mind and body course registration
runs for $20.
“I
think
people
find
“I think
the classes to
people find
be a fun and
the classes
exciting way to
workout,” said
to be a
spin instructor
fun and
Jordan
Duff,
exciting
who has taught
freestyle
and
way to
enduranceworkout."
based
fatburner classes
JORDAN
for the past
DUFF
five months. ‘‘I
SPIN
believe
there
INSTRUCTOR
is definitely a
social aspect to them. They are a
great way to meet new people and
gain new ideas about exercise.”
He said the Recreation Center
has offered the spin program
for a number of years, but staff
members keep programs up-todate by acquiring new land and
spin classes.
Additional
group
exercise
classes include Ab Lab and
Zumba.
Ab Lab, a 30-minute workout,
targets
abdominal
muscles.
Zumba, a Latin and international
music and dance class, sculpts
muscles through aerobics and
interval training.
“The classes were all very
convenient because they were
at night and my classes were all
during the day,” said sophomore
Emma Winton-Smith. “Attending
the classes at night allowed me to
workout and wind down from my
long day of classes.”
Winton-Smith said her favorite
class, Totally Toned, creates
muscle
endurance
through
exercise equipment such as bands,
weights and bars.
“If you like to work out,you will
go weekly, I feel,” said sophomore
Jackie Gerhardy, who has attended
group exercise classes in the past.
“You meet a lot of people, which
makes it worth the money and the
time spent working out.”
Gerhardy added the instructors
for her classes - yoga and Pilates
- were upbeat and engaging.
“Group exercise was a good way
to meet my fitness goals because
they had a good pace for the
people in the classes,” Gerhardy
said. “If 1 didn’t feel motivated
enough to work out alone, I would
ask a friend to come.”

tf>ershon@ lanthorn .com

GVl Archive
Students exercise in the Rec Center.
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Sought-after GVSU
coaches entertain
Division I prospects
By Matt Kuzawa
GVL Sports Editor

GVL / James Brien
GVSU senior running back P.T. Gates is tackled by a Northwest Missouri player at the National Championship game.

Lakers second-half rally
not enough to claim title
GVSU loses National Championship by seven points to Northwest Missouri
“Definitely winning it (was our
goal) but sometimes you come up
short in life — we can’t do anything
When all seemed to be lost, the about that now,” said senior Blake
Laker football team almost ripped Smolen, who led the team in rushing
the national championship trophy with 45 yards and a touchdown, in
right out of the hands of Northwest addition to 70 yards receiving.
Missouri State but came up short
Northwest
Missouri
State
losing 30-23 in the NCAA Division dominated the Lakers early, scoring
II National Football
on their first three
Championship.
“We kind of shot
possessions.
The
No. 2 Northwest
Lakers fell behind
ourselves in the
Missouri State (14foot in the first half 21-0 at halftime,
1) snapped a fourbefore narrowing the
game losing streak
and couldn't help
score to 23-20 in the
in the Division II
fourth quarter.
out
our
defense.”
title game, to claim
The Lakers were
its first National
one play away from
Championship
BRAD ICIEK
getting
the
ball
since back-to-back
GVSU SENIOR
back, trailing only
championships
in
by three. However,
1998 and 1999 in
on the fourth down,
front of a crowd of 6,211 at Braly Northwest Missouri State junior
Stadium on Saturday.
running back Brad Bolles found
“We felt like we had opportunities Jake Soy in single coverage and
to win the game here the last four connected to up their lead to 30-20.
years, and we came up short every GVSU’s offense could only muster
year,” said Bearcat receiver Jake a field goal on the following drive.
Soy, who burned the Lakers for 118
“When we got it to 23-20 I
yards and a touchdown. “We willed thought that we were going to win
ourselves to win this game and it’s the game — I really did,” said
an unbelievable feeling”
GVSU head coach Chuck Martin.
In their first trip to Florence, “One more stop, one more score,
Ala., since 2006, the No.3 Grand then they make a play and get it to
Valley State University team (13- 30-20 and get a little more breathing
2) fell short of their goal to win a room. Hats go off to them — they
national championship for the third- won the game in the first half.”
straight year.
Despite never leading in the
By Matt Kuzawa
GVL Sports Editor

game, GVSU almost pulled off a
come-from-behind victory fueled
by two second half takeaways by
the Lakers’ defense.
“We pretty much shut them
down in the second half, but it’s
hard to win a championship when
your defense gives up 30 points,”
said GVSU junior linebacker Justin
Victor.
The Lakers’ rally fell short
following a blocked extra point
converted to two points for
Northwest Missouri State and a
failed on-side kick with more than
four minutes remaining.
“We kind of shot ourselves in
the foot in the first half and couldn’t
help out our defense; That’s why
it’s a team game,” Iciek said of
the offense’s lackluster first half
with only 127 total yards. “That’s
why you play the whole game.
There’s 30 minutes left and we’ve
got confidence in ourselves we
can battle back from anything. We
fought all year through this stuff
and came up a little short.”
Iciek ancf the Laker offense were
denied on a potential game-tying
touchdown drive, as an incomplete
pass fell short on a fourth and 15
attempt. With just 58 seconds left
in the game the Bearcats needed
just one first down to seal the
2009 Division II football National
Championship.

As Grand Valley State University’s
athletic teams maintain their annual
runs at National Championships, the
price of success continues to follow
closely behind.
While GVSU offers head coaches
a chance to lead championshipcaliber teams on a yearly basis at the
Division II level. Division 1 programs
offer more money — and that alone is
enough incentive for the coaches to at
least listen.
“We try to do everything we can to
keep them here, but it is understandable
that there are higher levels in college
athletics out there,” said Tim Selgo,
GVSU athletic director. “There’s
more money to be made out there.
You certainly understand the fact that
with the success that we have had,
others probably should be looking at
them.”
In that regard, the Lakers’ success
on the field works against them.
However, so far they have been able
to keep football coach Chuck Martin
and women’s soccer coach Dave
Dilanni - both of whom have won
National Championships at GVSU.
“It’s always going to be a challenge
when you have successful coaches,”
Selgo said. "Our No. 1 priority, as I
have gone over with my boss, is to
keep this coaching staff intact, for as
long as we possibly can.”
So far they have been successful.
However, it takes just one enticing
offer from a Division I program to
leave GVSU in search of a new head
coach.
Selgo said he is pretty confident
were Martin or another coach does
leave, GVSU would have a good pool
of candidates ready to replace them.
“You always have to be thinking
about what you would do, what
would happen? 1 can’t deny that I’m
always on the lookout and keep a little
‘list’ going in my mind anyway, if it
happens,” Selgo said.
I n the m idst of the constant carouse 1
of coaches in college football, Selgo
said he expects Martin will eventually
leave for a better offer at a Division I
program.
“With the great success Chuck has
had, it’s only natural that some folks
are going to be interested in him,”
he said. “Frankly, the great success
that Brian Kelly has had has proven
to people out there that maybe some
of those folks should start looking at
some of the successful coaches at the
lower levels. If you can win here you
can win anywhere.”

In recent years, Martin has turned
down head coaching jobs at Eastern
Michigan, Northern Illinois and
defensive coordinator positions under
former GVSU coach Brian Kelly at
Central Michigan and Cincinnati.
Last week, Martin said if Kelly were
to offer him the defensive coordinator
job at Notre Dame, he would accept
it.
Fresh off a National Championship
run in his seventh year at the helm of
the women’s soccer team, Dilanni
will no doubt be a hot commodity as
well for Division 1 schools looking
for a head coach.
Dilanni said he has had
opportunities to coach Division 1
programs before and expects some
may inquire this offseason. However,
the offers in the past were not good
enough for him to move his family,
in addition to leaving friends and the
players he recruited to GVSU.
He added he is ecstatic to be at
GVSU, preparing for another title run
in 2010.
“But if there is an opportunity
that was more attractive than what’s
here, then perhaps I would entertain
it,” Dilanni said. “This is also in
my opinion probably the third-best
job in the state of Michigan, behind
Michigan and Michigan State - and
there’s seven Division I schools in
Michigan that I’m saying I don’t think
are better than mine.”
Head track and field coach Jerry
Baltes, who led the women’s cross
country team to a second-place finish
at this fall’s National Championship
meet, had similar thoughts to those
expressed by Dilanni.
“I won’t rule anything out but
I’ve got a great situation here, with
our team, with our family, with our
administration,” he said. “I’m happy
here but if something came around
that made sense, yeah we’ll look at it,
but for the time being we’re going to
have to stay focused on what we can
control here as good as we can.”
While there was interest from
other schools, Dilanni said it never
materialized to the point of a formal
interview.
“Everyone wants to coach
Division I, but at times you have to
ask is the opportunity better or is the
pasture greener?” he said. “Division I
doesn’t necessarily mean a better job
to me - it’s just got a different number
behind the school.”
And a different number behind the
salary as well, giving GVSU’s head
coaches reason to keep at least one
ear open to offers.

sports@ lanthorn xxtm
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Martin: 'I wouldn't turn (a position at Notre Dame) down'
By Curtis Kalleward
GVL Staff Writer

Grand Valley State University
football fans woke upSunday morning
without the national championship.
Come tomorrow morning, they may
wake up without their beloved head
coach.
Chuck Martin,
who completed
his sixth season
as head coach
of the Lakers
on Saturday, is
considered
by
many to be the
leading candidate
to
take
over
as
defensive
coordinator at the
University of Notre Dame.
Brian Kelly, the recently hired
head coach at Notre Dame, began
his coaching career at GVSU in
1991 and was a key architect in
constructing the Lakers as a football
powerhouse. Kelly then became head
coach at Central Michigan University
in 2004 before joining the University
of Cincinnati at the end of the 2006
season.
At each stop along the way to
Notre Dame, Kelly offered Martin
the defensive coordinator position,

Martin’s previous position at GVSU
under Kelly. Martin turned Kelly
down each time, but third time might
be the charm.
“If Kelly calls about the Notre
Dame position, I wouldn’t turn that
down,” Martin said. “But I’ve turned
down D-coordinator at Central and
Cincinnati. He may be done asking
me.
Martin grew up a Chicago
Catholic, rooting for the Fighting
Irish. An announcement is expected
soon as to whether or not he will
return as head coach next season.
“I haven’t talked to Brian Kelly,”
Martin said following Saturday’s
loss. “I have no idea if he’s going to
call me. If he does call me, we’ll cross
that bridge. If he doesn’t call me, then
I’m not going to be disappointed at
all.”
Martin might not give a direct
answer regarding his plans, but Notre
Dame insiders believe otherwise.
“Brian Kelly talked about how
once he got his ‘dream job’ and made
it big time, he promised his staff
he’d gather them all back together
and bring them with him,” said a
source close to Kelly who spoke
on condition of anonymity. “Chuck
Martin is gone.”
Kelly believes no matter where

Martin’s next step takes him, he will
be successful.
“Chuck should be on anybody’s
list because he’s such a great football
coach,” Kelly said. “He has the ability
to get the best out of his players,
and he’s going to hold his players
accountable. I think he’s got all the
things that are necessary to move as
high in this profession as he wants to
take it.”
Many GVSU students share a
strong passion for Martin, whose
leaving the program could come as a
devastating blow to the fan base.
»
“I’m happy that he’s getting an
opportunity to go to Division 1,” said
junior Nick Wahl. “But at the same
time. I’m sad that the head coach we
all love could be leaving.”
Martin acknowledged that, if
offered a position on Kelly’s staff,
his decision would not be one made
simply on X’s and O’s.
“You always make decisions based
on what is in the best interest of your
family, not really any one football
game or any 10 football games,"
Martin said. “It comes down to
meeting with your family, you figure
out what is in the best interest of your
family, and that’s what you do. To me,
win or lose, it makes no difference.”

ckalleward@ lanthorn jcom
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Head coach Chuck Martin is one of several sought-after coaches at GVSU.
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Wayne State standout
takes Harlon Hill trophy
GVSU’s quarterback Brad Iciek ties with
Minnesota-Duluth player for fourth runner-up
By Emanuel Johnson
I

I
;

■

GVL Senior Reporter

Since Division II football players
do not have the opportunity to win
the Heisman Memorial trophy, the
Harlon Hill trophy will have to
do. First established in 1986, the
Harlon Hill is awarded to the best
player in every year of Division II
football.
This
year
Wayne
State
University senior running back
Joique Bell took home the prize
with 138 total points after a tally
of votes from the nation’s athletic
directors. Bell linished the season
with 2,084 rushing yards (l5th
best in Division II history) and 29
touchdowns.
Grand Valley State University’s
defense held Bell to 20 rushing
yards in its 59-28 win over the
Warriors earlier this season, but
GVSU head coach Chuck Martin
said he was still the best choice.
“The week before we played
them, I said that if he didn’t win
the Harlon Hill there should be an
investigation,” Martin said. “The
guy can do anything he wants
out there, whether it’s run, catch,
punt and kick. He’s been tough
to stop, and he does more with

«
■

less around him. Tough kid, tons
of respect, glad he’s done so that
we don’t have to worry about him
anymore.”
Martin had one of his own
players to cheer on in the Harlon
Hill race, as well. GVSU senior
quarterback Brad Iciek finished
with 57 total points, which tied
him with University of MinnesotaDuluth junior running back Isaac
Odim for fourth runner-up.
Prior to Saturday’s national
championship
game
against
Northwest
Missouri
State
University, Iciek racked up 3,194
yards with 35 touchdown passes
and only three interceptions. He
also ran for five touchdowns on top
of 123 yards rushing.
He
was
the
third-ranked
quarterback after the votes were
counted.
“I’m biased towards my guy,
but those things are always hard
to judge,” Martin said. “We’re
not a one-dimensional offense, so
we can run the ball for 200 yards
in a given game, but most of the
quarterbacks that are high up there
are the ones that throw for 400
yards a game. (Iciek) has a hard
time piling up stats when he’s not

GVL / Brian B Sevald
GVSU quarterback Brad Iciek tied Isaac Odim for fourth runner-up for the Harlon Hill trophy with 57 total points.

even playing in the second half of
some of our blowout games.”
Iciek said although being a part
of the Harlon Hill ceremony was
an honor, he was more excited he
got the chance to compete in the
national title game.
“It was pretty cool to see Joique
Bell there, a guy we’re all too
familiar with,” he said. “1 got the
chance to meet some of the other
nominees too, and they’re all great

guys and class acts. It was a great
experience, but I'll take playing in
the national championship game
over winning the Harlon Hill any
day.”
Although Northwest Missouri
State’s victory over GVSU will
leave a sting in Iciek’s memory,
he said he took several life lessons
from his experience as the team’s
head man.
“It’s going to be hard for a

couple of days, maybe a couple of
months, maybe a couple of years,”
he said. “I’ve learned a lot from all
of this. I can’t really worry about
what people will say — I’m very
proud of the way I’ve played, and
I’m very proud of the way this
team came together under pressure.
The last five years have been a joy,
and it’s going to be really sad to
leave.”

ejohnson @ lan thorn .com

Laker fans fill Braly to brim with blue
GVSU football followers show 'great enthusiasm’ after 1,400-mile trip south to support team through disappointing loss
Fourth-year
GVSU
student
Corey
Woessner’s
GVL Copy Editor
group rode straight through
It
takes
about
two the night and arrived in
bathroom breaks and one Florence at 7:30 am.
more stop at a Cracker
“We figured this was our
Barrel or Waffle House to last chance to see this before
get to Florence, Ala. from we graduated,” Woessner
either Grand Valley State said.
University
Chad Van
or Northwest
“Every time we
Eizenga
has
Missouri State
made
the
come down (to
University.
trip south for
The
vast
GVSU’s last
Alabama) there
majority
of
four national
is more and more
the 6,211 in
championship
attendance
appearances.
blue out here.”
for Saturday’s
His daughter,
game
were
Linda, is a
CHAD VAN EIZENGA
fans of these
current GVSU
FATHER OF GVSU
two schools.
student.
STUDENT
„ At the pre“It’s
Igame tailgate,
such a great
;Laker fans were psyched to atmosphere,” Van Eizenga
;be in Florence to see their said. “You’ve just got to
team in action.
compliment |the locals] for
By Dan Michniewicz

Post Textbooks, Housing,
DVDs, Electronics + more.

GVL I Brian B. Sevald
Laker fans stand in stunned silence at GVSU's loss. The Northwest Missouri State Bearcats defeated GVSU 30-23 at the championships.

the job they do hosting us
each time.”
Though
Northwest
Missouri State is about two
hours closer, there were
many more Laker fans than
Bearcat
fans
tailgatin
outside of Braly Municipa
Stadium.
“Every time we come
down here there is more
and more blue out here,”
Van
Eizenga said. “It
looks like we’ve got them
outnumbered four to one.”
While the Northwest
Missouri State fans were
practically invisible during
the pre-game festivities,
they were much more
numerous and audible in the
stands once the game began.

the team and up here with
the fans,” Haas said as he
waited in line to exit the
stadium after the Lakers
lost. “You’ve got to be very
proud of the character that
GVSU showed and also the
character of our fans.”
But, only a Bearcat fan
could have been pleased
with
the
outcome
of
Saturday’s
game. They
were especially pleased
because the team had lost in
the national championship
during the past four years.
“I'm hoarse,” Northwest
Missouri State fan Lon
Houston said of his voice
while waiting in line to
purchase his long-awaited
national
championship
T-shirt. “For them to have
lost four straight, we would
have hated for them to go
through that again.”
Northwest
Missouri
State senior Kelly McKown

And, as their team took an
early 21-0 lead, they had
much to cheer about.
But when GVSU staged
its second-half comeback,
its student section showed
signs of life, too.
Gary
Anderson’s
interception in the second
minute of the second half
elicited a raucous response
from the Laker faithful.
President
Thomas
J.
Haas made it to Saturday’s
game just in time to witness
the Lakers third-quarter
comeback after spending
the morning at GVSU's
fall 2009 commencement
ceremony.
“Boy, there was great
enthusiasm out there with

And Apartments

said it was difficult to
translate what he felt during
the waning seconds of the
fourth quarter into words.
“I don’t know how to
describe
it,”
McKown
shouted over the noise of
the celebration. “It’s great
to have that monkey of
our back. We’re finally
champions after 10 years.”
But,
as
Northwest
Missouri State alumnus
Dennis Dau noted, this
year’s Laker football team
deserves recognition for its
resilience.
“GVSU had an excellent
team," Dau said. “It makes a
win more important when it
comes in a game like this.”

dmichniewicz@ lanthorn .com
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GVSU alum creates Australian-inspired clothing
By Danielle Slabbekoorn
GVL Staff Writer

Grand Valley State University
graduate Mel Blohm has launched his
own clothing line. Dux Coope, which
offers intricate and intriguing limitededition designs promoting forward
progression
and
environmental
awareness.
Blohm graduated from GVSU in
2005 and was offered an internship in
graphic design to work in Australia for
several months.
Inspired by the beauty and
environmental values of this country
he loved as a child, Blohm aspired to
making his own screen-printed shirts
that he began to sell among friends and
acquaintances, each one hand-sewn.
After successfully selling many of
his shirts at an art fair. Blohm began
selling the limited editions on his Web
site, http://www.duxcoopc.com, which
offers free music and specials such as
the recent buy-one, get-one-half-off
sale.
The Dux Coope shirts feature a
variety of unique patterns while using
water-based, organic inks and organic
fabrics that are less harmful to the
environment.
The logo for Dux Coope is the emu,
a bird shown on the Australian coat of
arms alongside the kangaroo.
“Both the emu and the kangaroo are
animals that can’t walk backwards,”
Blohm said. “They represent that the
country is progressing forward.”
Blohm said the logo fits with the
philosophy of Dux Coope’s unique
message in not over-producing or
over-polluting the environment, by
offering only limited editions of each
shirt in a progression toward a healthier
environment.
In keeping to his environmental
values. Dux Coope offers a unique
“Eco-Exchange”
program
which
allows customers to participate by
recycling their old shirts and receiving
a credit toward their next purchase.
Emily VanDam. also a graduate
of GVSU and Blohm’s fiancee, said
Blohm is very passionate about the
planet and making sure Dux Coope is

made all inside the U.S. under good
terms.
“The clothing line is really fresh,
with a new twist on classic ideas
of design,” VanDam said. “It offers
personal styles with high, impeccable
quality.”
Patches of Australia are incorporated
in every shirt, and the new line he is
working on now will feature different
states of Australia.
“It jnakes my jaw drop at the
thought he put into the logo,” she said,
“The next line of clothing will blow
people away.”
She said the clothing is fun and
comfortable to wear and has the
capabilities to open peoples’ minds to
the beauty and inspiration of nature in
Australia.
Terrance Weinzierl, a 2007 GVSU
graduate in graphic design, was
Blohm’s roommate for two years and
has watched Blohm's success grow
through the past few years.
He said Blohm is very professional in
his new business and he was impressed
by Blohm’s dedication toward making
Dux Coope.
“The graphics for the company are
really nice with specific technicalities
... that only a graphic designer could
appreciate,” Weinzierl said. “Blohm’s
T-shirts use a gradient of color that
blend from one color to the next, which
is challenging to produce in screen
printing.”
Blohm said he hopes Dux Coope
will be an inspiration to other students
to “hold on to their passions” and be a
contribution to the world.
“It takes a lot of work and it doesn’t
just happen overnight,” Blohm said. “If
you love something, you have to give
it your all at 130 percent, and then you
can come home happy.”
Dux Coope’s T-shirts are priced at
$36, and the site also offers hoodies,
accessories and posters.
Blohm invites GVSU students to
explore his Web site at http://www.
duxcoope.com and discover the free
music and Australian flavor that serve
as backgrounds for his clothing.
dslabbekoom @ lanthorn rom

Courtesy Photo / Mel Blohm

GVSU 2005 graduate Mel Blohm displays his clothing line. Dux Coope, which features Australian-inspired graphic T-shirts
with a focus on environmental awareness. Dux Coope T-shirts cost about $36 and can be ordered online at http://www.
duxcoope.com. The T-shirts are screen-printed with a wide variety of colors and designs, each with Australian flavor.

Jason Reitman goes ‘Up
in the Air’ with third film
Juno director returns to screen with film starring George Clooney
’

By Josh Brunsting
GVL Staff Writer

In 2006, director Jason Reitman
launched himself into the film world
with his critically-lauded sleeper hit,
“Thank You For Smoking.” Then, in
2007, he garnered his first Academy
Award nomination for his runaway
hit film “Juno.”
Now the filmmaker is back with
his third film, “Up in the Air.”
The film, based on a 2001 novel
by Walter Kim. tells the tale of a
corporate downsizer in his travels.
His company decides to ground
his work, and it is a look at what
it wguld be like to live with truly
nothing and no one.
George Clooney stars as Ryan
Bingham, the corporate downsizer.
The film also touches on a
familiar theme for Reitman: the idea
of family relationships.
“You know, it’s funny because
I never intended to be a guy who
made movies about the importance
of family,” he said. “For whatever
reason, I continue to be drawn to
similar themes, and obviously, I
think there is something inherently
valuable about having family
connections and building up kind
of inter connectivity between loved
ones.”

He said this is also the most
personal film of his career.
“I think that has to do with the
last six years of my life and how
I’ve really taken a lot of who I am,
and I’ve put into Ryan Bingham,”
he said. “I'm married, I have a
beautiful daughter, I get to do what I
want for a living.”
The screenplay took him seven
years to complete, and has changed
quite drastically during that span.
“You know, when I first started
writing this, I was a guy living in an
apartment in my 20s. I was single,
and by the time I finished. I’d met
my wife. I’ve become a father, and I
had a mortgage,” he said.
Therefore, what began as a
screenplay focused on a character
who fires people for a living
transformed into one about the
character also tries to figure out
“who and what he wanted in life,”
Reitman added.
The economy also played a part
in the writing. Most notably, the
film features real people who have
recently lost their jobs playing real
people who have recently lost their
jobs. The film does feature some
popular actors in the roles of people
being fired, such as J.K. Simmons
and Zach Galifianakis; however, the

film also features citizens of Detroit
and St. Louis who have really
become unemployed.
“You know, Detroit and St. Louis
both got hit hard, and when I started
location scouting, I found myself
walking through many buildings
that were available for shtxtting,”
he said. “However, they were all
empty because entire departments
had been laid off. This sight truly
changed my perspective on what I
was making this piece about.”
Having directed a film based
both off a separately written
script (“Juno” was penned by
Diablo Cody) and now two films
written himself, Reitman said he
believes there is quite a difference
between directing the two styles of
screenplay.
“When I'm directing my own
words. I’m less precious about
them, and I’m much more apt to
allow the actors to change stuff,”
he said. “However, no matter the
situation, I need to find some way
to personalize the movie and truly
make it mine. I have had it over all
my films, and they are all passion
projects for me.”
“Up in the Air” opens in theaters
nationwide Christmas Day.

jbrunsting @ lanthorn .com

Courtesy Photo / Google Images
Anna Kendrick and George Clooney star In Jason Reitman's "Up in the Air," which Is based on a 2001 novel by Walter Kirn.

Courtesy Photo / Google Images
The Grand Rapids Symphony will present "Behind the Mask" on Dec. 31.

Grand Rapids Symphony to
present Broadway-themed event
By Nicolle Martin
GVL Staff Writer

New Year's Eve is cherished as
a night of romance and spontaneity,
parties and promises.
The Grand Rapids Symphony
invites everyone to spend such a
night basking in the ambiance of
“Behind the Mask,” sponsored by
the Grand Rapids Rotary Charities
Foundation.
The doors of DeVos Performance
Hall will open at 7:30 p.m. on Dec.
31.
Lead
by
director
David
Lockington, the symphony will
play works of composer Sir
Andrew Lloyd Webber, which
includes compositions from “The
Phantom of the Opera,” “Cats”
and “Evita,” as well as songs from
other hit Broadway shows, ranging
from “Les Miserables” to “Monty
Python’s Spamalot.”
According to the Performance
Hall's Web site,“Behind the Mask”
will feature a few guest vocalists:
Teri Dale Hansen (soprano),
Rosena M. Hill (alto) and Nat
Chandler (tenor), each of whom
has Broadway experience.
One of Grand Valley Stale
University’s own will perform in
the concert - Professor John Clapp
of the music department and full
time member of the symphony as
assistant principal bassoon.
“This concert will feature great
vocal talent performing with the
Grand Rapids Symphony,” Clapp
said. “Since the repertoire draws
from Broadway hits of past and
present, it will be a show which

4
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contains music that is familiar to
audiences of all ages.”
“AllGVSU students should take
advantage of the variety of music
that the Grand Rapids Symphony
performs,” Clapp added.
Organizers of the event are also
optimistic about the turnout.
“It’s going to be a wonderful
collaboration of the arts, and for
the price of admission, it’s also
a great way to give back to the
community,"said Ed Buidos, chair
of the Rotary Club’s New Year’s
Charity Commission.
Student admission costs $5, and
the standard price is $18.
This is the Rotary Club’s 10th
year of supporting community
causes, which mainly include the
Indian Trails Camp and the Strive
mentoring program. All concert
proceeds will go toward the
Charities Foundation.
“The music will be very
engaging and contains melodies
that will stick with you long after
the concert has concluded,” Clapp
said.
GVSU student Brian Greenleaf
said he thinks anyone who has the
chance to go should.
“Webber’s such a ’ prolific
composer of our time,” he said.
“It’s important to experience his
work because he incorporates so
much into it ... it's like classical
music with a twist.”
Tickets are available through the
DeVos Place and Van Andcl Arena
box offices. For more information
about “Behind the Mask," visit
http://dcvospcrformancehall.com.
nmartin @ lanthorn rom
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Opportunities
Services
In need of an attorney? David
Knoester is an experiencd at
torney located just 3 miles
from the Allendale campus.
Call 616-331-7300 today.
Employment
Bartenders wanted. Up to
$250/Day. No Experience
necessary. Training provided.
Age
18+
Okay.
Call
^-800-965-6520. ext. 226.
Housing
The Village at 48 West. Stop
in Today! Rates starting at
only $395! 616.895.2400 or
www.48west.com for more
info
Grand Valley’s best kept se
cret is University Townhouses. 4 bedroom townhouses starting at only $250
per person and only 2 miles
from campus. Look for our
new apartments coming in
2010!
Condo For Sale. 1.5 miles
from campus center. Just
$64,900! Mint condition. 2
large bedrooms (11’ x 13’)
and 2 full baths. See
GRAR.com (MLS # 773723)
for pictures and details.

Copper
Beech
Townhomes...the
most
space for the best price! 1,2,
3, or 4 bedroom units! Lo
cated in Allendale on 48th
Street. Call 616-895-2900 or
visit
copprbeechtownhomes.com
for more information.

Meadows Crossing is now
leasing for 2010. Stop in to
day or check us out on the
web at
www.meadowscrossing.net

Meadows Crossing is now
leasing for 2010. Stop in to
day or check us put on the
web at www.meadowscrossing.net
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Sick of apartment living?
P2Pspot.com has several af
fordable housing listings
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Want to sell your textbooks
without supporting your local
bookstore? Help yourself and
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direct
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out of your life” (the BookStore that is).
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Meijer Gardens brightens
holidays with 300,000 lights
By Elijah Brumback
GVL Staff Writer

Continuing through the nest
of the month, Fredenk Meijer
Gardens and Sculpture Park
will celebrate Christmas and
other holiday traditions from all
around the globe.
The display includes 40
ornamented trees, 10 cultural
displays, more than 3(X)JtKX)
lights and a model train railway
garden that includes a smallscale reproduction of downtown
Grand Rapids.
“This is a great way to
celebrate holiday traditions
around the world,” said Amy
Sawade, Meijer Gardens public
relations specialist. “We’re
celebrating the season by
representing the many cultures
in our society.”
In its 15 years, the display
has grown tremendously and
become quite a spectacle.
“A favorite that delights all
ages is the Railway Garden,”
said Lisa Roo, assistant curator
of special exhibitions.
The trains make laps
overhead in the horticulture
garden and are featured with
a small re-creation of several
landmark
buildings
from
downtown
Grand
Rapids,
including the Pantlind Hotel,
the Herkner Jewelers Building
and the Choo Choo Grill, all of
which are made from natural
materials such as tree bark.
“This isespecially fascinating
for children,” Roo said. "The
excitement you see on their
faces when they watch the trains
and trolleys is heartwarming.”
New this year is a display
showcasing the Vietnamese
New Year. Tet Nguyen Dan,
the main holiday for Vietnam
that takes place during January
or February, depending on the
Lunar Calendar. Tet Nguyen
Dan is the celebration of the
union of humans, nature, culture
and the living and the dead.
The 40 trees on display, all

By Haley Otman
GVL A&E Editor

Michigan-grown
eveigreens, to complete the exhibit, and
represent
varying
holiday dedicated volunteers do all of
traditions celebrated around the the decorating.
world. Hach tree is decorated
“We hope that our guests
differently with ornaments from develop knowledge of and
the culture and heritage of the respect for different cultures
through the concept of holiday
specific country.
“Because cultures across celebrations,” Roo said.
the world are so vast and v aried
Haley said she thinks the
its hard sometimes for people exhibit can open people up to the
to understand and accept the diversity of religious cultures in
differences.
the world.
“We hope that our
'Hie Gardens
“For
us
might
help
Americans,
guests develop a
enlighten a lot
the
holidays
knowledge of and
are
usually
of people,” said
respect for different about
Kelly Haley, a
unity
Grand Valley
and
coming
cultures.”
State University
together with
religiousstudies
loved ones, that
LISA ROO
sort
of thing,”
major.
MEIJER GARDENS
Displays
Haley
said.
are
altered
“The people at
Meijer Gardens are making a
each year, and trees of different
heights are always selected, real large-scale effort to bring
allowing for a different learning this theme into broader terms.”
With 50,000 visitors per
and entertainment experience
year, the Gardens certainly
each year, Roo said.
“It takes approximately draws plenty of viewers.
Along with the trees, trains
1XXX) ornaments to decorate a
and garden displays, Meijer
15-foot tree,” she said.
Roo added research is done Gardens also offers horse-drawn
carriage rides around the 123
for each tree.
“Primarily we try to talk to brightly-lit acres of park. Also,
people in the community and on Saturdays, patrons can visit
research that there is material reindeer from I p.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission for adults is $12,
to support what we leam from
them, both from the library and and $9 for seniors and students
of course the Internet,” she said. with ID.
ebrwnback@ lan thorn x orn
It takes almost 2XXX) hours

Winter is finally here, and along with promises of
mistletoe and candy canes, the snow has hit West
Michigan hard. Instead of huddling next to the space
heater, drink in all that is offered this holiday season,
from musical performances to outdoor adventures such
as downhill skiing and tobogganing.

On campus
•

Dec. 24: Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, the university
carilloneur, will perform the annual Christmas Eve Carillon
Concert in the Lacks International Plaza on the Pew Campus.

Off campus.
•

Ongoing: Ice skating: Rosa Parks Circle in downtown Grand
Rapids has opened for the season and offers skaters free rental f
(with I D. as collateral) and $1 admission. The experience of ice
skating amid flurries, next to the huge, lighted Christmas tree
while classic carols play should not be missed.

•

Ongoing: "Cinderella," performed by the Grand Rapids
Civic Theatre through Sunday.

•

Tuesday: "An Irish Christmas Concert" at Fenian's Irish
Pub. A traditional Irish band and their special guest will play
to guests 21 and older.

•

Friday: "Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols," performed
by the Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys at the Cathedral
of St. Andrew at 8 p.m. It includes holiday carols and
scripture lessons of Christmas.

•

Friday: "Gay Jesus Musical” at 8 p.m. at the Wealthy Theatre
Saturday: "The Grinch" at 3 p.m. at the East Grand Rapids
Performing Arts Center.

Dec. 22: "A Celtic Christmas" at 7:30 p.m. at the Grand
Rapids Symphony. Cherish the Ladies is a popular IrishAmerican musical group who will present their own takes on
Christmas music.

Dec. 26: Pop Evil Holiday Show at 7:30 p.m at The
Intersection in Grand Rapids. The first 100 people to purchase
tickets will get them for $9.79.

Courtesy Photo / Frederick Meijer Gardens
A model train makes its around the railway in the Victorian garden.

Store Hours:
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M-W: 8:30-7:00PM
Thurs: 9:00 - 7:00PM
Fri: 9:00 - 5:00PM
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One of Northwest Missouri State's players dives in to tackle a member of the GVSU team. GVSU
came within seven points of Northwest Missouri State in the Dec. 12 championship game.
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GVSU senior Blake Smolen runs the ball down the field during the National Championship game
in Braly Municipal Stadium in Florence, Ala. The Lakers attempted a comeback in the second half.
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Just short: Lakers second-half rally not
enough to steal title game in 'Bama
After failing to score in first half GVSU refocused in second to bring game within three points; late-game
momentum not enough to overtake Northwest Missouri State; GVSU lost championship title 30-23
umrwmmr
pm

Bolles found Jake Soy in single coverage
and connected to up their lead to 30-20.
GVSU’s offense could only muster a field
When all seemed lost, the Laker goal on the following drive.
football team almost ripped the National
“When we got it to 23-20 I thought
Championship trophy right out of the that we were going to win the game —
hands of Northwest Missouri State I really did,” said GVSU head coach
University, but came up short losing 30- Chuck Martin. “One more stop, one more
23 in the NCAA Division II National score, then they make a play and get it
Football Championship.
to 30-20 and get a little more breathing
No. 2 Northwest Missouri State (I4-1) room. Hats go off to them — they won
snapped a four-game losing streak in the the game in the first half.”
Division II title game, to claim its first
Despite never leading in the game,
National Championship since back-to- GVSU almost pulled off a come-fromback championships in 1998 and 1999 behind victory fueled by two second half
in front of a crowd of 6,211 at Braly
takeaways by the Lakers’ defense.
Municipal Stadium on
“We pretty much shut
Dec. 12.
“We fought all year
them down in the second
“We felt like we had
half, but it’s hard to win
through this stuff and
opportunities to win the
a championship when
game here the last four
came up a little short.”
your defense gives up
years, and we came up
30 points,” said GVSU
short every year,” said
junior linebacker Justin
Bearcat receiver Jake
Victor.
Soy, who burned the
BRAD ICIEK
The Lakers’ rally
Lakers for 118 yards
GVSU SENIOR
fell
short following
and a touchdown. “We
a blocked extra point
willed ourselves
to
converted to two points
win this game, and it’s an unbelievable
for Northwest Missouri State and a failed
feeling”
on-side kick with more than four minutes
In their first trip to Florence, Ala.,
remaining.
since 2006, the No. 3 Grand Valley State
“We kind of shot ourselves in the
University team (13-2) fell short of their
foot in the first half, and couldn’t help
goal for the third-straight year to win a
out our defense. That’s why it’s a team
National Championship.
game,” said quarterback Brad Iciek of the
“Definitely winning it (was our goal)
offense’s lackluster first half with only
but sometimes you come up short in
127 total yards. “That’s why you play the
life — we can’t do anything about that
whole game. There’s 30 minutes left and
now,” said senior Blake Smolen, who
we’ve got confidence in ourselves we
led the team in rushing with 45 yards
can battle back from anything. We fought
and a touchdown, in addition to 70 yards
all year through this stuff and came up a
receiving.
little short.”
Northwest Missouri State dominated
Iciek and the Laker offense were
the Lakers early, scoring on their first
denied on a potential game-tying
three possessions. The Lakers fell behind
touchdown drive, as an incomplete pass
21-0 at halftime, before narrowing the
fell short on a fourth and 15 attempt.
score to 23-20 in the fourth quarter.
With just 58 seconds left in the game, the
The Lakers were one play away from
getting the ball back trailing only by three. Bearcats needed just one first down to
However, on fourth down, Northwest seal the 2009 Division II football national
championship.
Missouri State junior running back Brad
By Matt Kuzawa
GVL Sports Editor

GVL / James Brien

Wide receiver Blake Smolen charges down the field against Northwest Missouri State on Dec. 12.

GVL / James Brien

The Lakers team up to take down a Bearcats player. GVSU lost the National Championship 30-23.

sports@lanthorn .com
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Despite lack of title, senior
class puts its mark on program
to me now, and I’ve grown such a great
relationship with all the younger guys,” he
GVL Sports Editor
said. "I know with the older guys who were
The Laker football team was going to on the team last year and previous, 1 still see
lose regardless of the outcome of Saturday’s them, but not as much as I did when they
NCAA Division II National Championship were on the team — I’m definitely going to
game, as an illustrious senior class played miss that.”
its final game at Grand Valley State
Northwest Missouri State’s streak of
University.
five consecutive years in the national
“This group of seniors did every thing they championship game is rare, making last
could to get us to the national championship week’s Alabama trip special to not just the
game and in the end gave us a chance to win senior class, but everyone on the team.
a fifth title,” said GVSU head coach Chuck
“I will take a lot of memories from this
Martin. “This group came together and game, playing with these guys, especially
improved every week and did everything we the seniors,” Iciek said. “I’ve got a lot of
asked of them. For that reason I will always relationships with these guys. I said earlier
remember the 2(X)9 Laker football team.”
in the week, 1 hope these younger guys
The 2009 senior class finished their understand what this rare opportunity that
careers with four-straight GLIAC titles and they got was in this game today and I hope
a 51-4 record - the sixth-straight class at they fight back - I know they will.”
GVSU to finish with 50 or more wins in a
As a graduate of Grandvillc High School,
four-year span, including a 13-2 mark this just miles from GVSU’s campus, Iciek has
season.
played his final game at GVSU. Joining him
In their final game as
are offensive teammates in
members of the Laker footbal I
Smolen, in all his record
“I'm going to take
team, 14 seniors fell one win
setting glory, and running
a lot of memories
short of accomplishing their
back P.T. Gates, who finally
ultimate goal of winning their
back from the last
found his niche at GVSU,
own national championship.
after transferring multiple
five
years,
from
this
Some of them, like
times earlier in his collegiate
program.”
safety
Jake
McGuckin,
career.
wideout Blake Smolen and
“It was a great experience
BRAD ICIEK
quarterback Brad Iciek.were
for me, and the lessons I've
GVSU SENIOR
part of the 2(X)6 national
learned here are going to
championship squad, but
help me way down the road
were not significant at the time to put their in life,” Smolen said. “I wouldn't trade it for
mark on the title game in Florence, Ala.
anything in the world.”
On Saturday that chance finally came
Then there was senior All-American
after a two-year hiatus — and despite the tackle Nick McDonald, who opened holes
loss, they enjoyed the run to Alabama and for the backs to run free while protecting
the time spent together in the past few Iciek from the seemingly contagious season
years.
ending injuries, though he sometimes could
“I'm going to take a lot of memories back not stay healthy enough to keep himself on
from the last five years, from this program,” the field.
Iciek said. “I can’t thank Coach Martin
With game-changing interceptions in the
enough for giving me this opportunity, semi and quarterfinal games, McGuckin
and I learned a lot that’s going to carry me played what Martin said was a “high level
through life.”
even for him” in his final games as a Laker.
But Saturday’s 30-23 loss to Northwest
He was faced with the challenge of
Missouri State will not be the lasting leading a young defensive secondary, after
memory for the seniors. Smolen said what senior comerback Robert Carlisle broke his
he will miss the most is hanging with the leg early in the season. However, he was
guys.
not the only one leading a young defensive
“I’ve known these seniors forthe past five unit as he had help from senior defensive
years — and they’re pretty much like family
By Matt Kuzawa

lineman Alex Gilde who provided guidance
up front.
Then, there was James Wojchiechowski
and Gary Anderson - two seniors who both
stepped up in their final collegiate game,
creating a turnover each on Saturday, to
keep the game within reach.
Yet for some - the journey has yet to end.
The Lakers boast many sophomores and
juniors who played key roles to the Lakers’
run to the national championship game and hope to continue the success of years
past next season.
“It sucks losing - the feeling of losing
is terrible,” said junior linebacker Justin
Victor. “We learned a lot out on the field.
We felt we did a good job sticking together
and fighting through it. I think that we can
take that on to next year and hopefully get
back here.”

sports @ lanthorn .com

Courtesy Photo / Eric Stoike

Senior Blake Smolen runs the ball on Nov. 28.

GVL Archive / Andrew Mills

Senior members of the 2009 GVSU football team celebrate their fourth-straight GLIAC title after
defeating Wayne State 59-28 on Nov. 7. The senior class finished with a 51-4 record at GVSU.
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Second-half energy
gives team hope
Though Lakers failed to score in first half second-half
rally proves reason for optimism, in spite of loss
Greg Monahan
(A A Si tiff 11 ritcr
There is a saying in football: “You cannot
win a game in the first half, but you sure can lose
it.” That nails the experience Grand Valley State
University players and fans had this weekend in
Florence, Ala.
The first half was laughable. The team on
the field did not resemble, in any way, the team
GVSU fans have watched this year or any other
year during the Chuck Martin era. They were,
to put it lightly, listless, slow and pathetic.
After such a dreadful performance, I would
not have blamed anyone for walking out. But
that didn’t happen: everyone stayed. And when
the team came out after the break, before the
ball was even kicked, the fans could sense
something was different.
Though we had no reason to be positive, we
screamed just as loud for the team when they
came out for the second half as we did before
the game.
We cheered on Brad Iciek when many
fans would have booed. We egged the defense
on after some would have lost hope. We kept
faith, and the fans probably deserve as much
credit for making the game into a contest as the
players and coaches. It would have been easy
to give up, but the players, students and anyone
else who made the hellacious 1324 mile drive
from Allendale to Florence refused to give up.
By the midway point in the third quarter,

the lead was cut in half. This was the team we
knew we had. This was the team we watched
dominate all year.
As turnovers and calls began to go our way,
things only got more raucous in what was a
surprisingly giant student section. After the
Lakers scored to make it a 23-20 game, the
noise was literally deafening. To call the front
few rows of the student section a mosh pit
would have been an understatement.
After almost every play, several players on
the GVSU bench would turn around and tell
the student section to get up, though I’m pretty
certain it would have been impossible to go any
more nuts than we were already. It seemed an
improbable victory was just minutes away.
But of course, that three-point deficit would
be as close as the leakers got on Saturday
afternoon. Our hearts collectively broke on the
next drive as Blake Bolles connected with Jake
Soy for a touchdown on a pivotal fourth down
play to put the Bearcats back up 10 points with
10 minutes remaining.
The Lakers clawed their way to within a
touchdown, but after a turnover on downs with
just a few second remaining, our hearts sank
about as far south as we had traveled. The blank
stares of everyone in the stands told the whole
story.
Going home as losers is never a good
feeling, especially when that ride home takes
half a day. However, considering after the first
half the GVSU fans and team were on pace to
lose by 42 points, there’s something to be said
for the determination shown in the last two
quarters. And that is a gtxxl reason to hold your
head high.

gmonahan @ lanthorn jcom

GVL / James Brien

The Lakers square off against the Bearcats. GVSU lost the title game by a seven-point deficit.

GVL / James Brien

Blake Smolen dives for the tackle of a Northwest Missouri player in the National Championship.

It's great to be a Laker

We have much to celebrate with our
student-athletes. Let me begin with a
hearty congratulations for the performance
of our National Champion women’s soccer
program.
The football team once again heads to
Florence, Ala., and the Division II National
Championship. I share in the pride of all
our fall sports teams and individuals who
have distinguished themselves, bringing
great credit not only to themselves but to
Grand Valley as well.
As I write this, with snowflakes still
flying outside my window, I look forward
to commencement tomorrow and our
community celebration of achievement
and success.
Then Marcia and I will have wheels up,
heading to Florence, to celebrate athletic
success and experience the football game
atmosphere and outcome. Regardless of
the score, I am confident that the team,
coaches and staff have prepared well and
will give their best efforts.
As a former intercollegiate coach.

I know how difficult it is to live up to
the hype of pre-season rankings, past
accomplishments and media attention.
This football program has demonstrated
the character of a champion.
When I coached, I had a number of
fundamental philosophies that I shared at
the start of each season:
First, be thankful for your teammates
and staff, without them there would not be
a game;
be thankful for the field or court because
without the facilities and those who take
care of them there would not be a game;
be thankful for the referees or umpires
because without them there would not be
a game;
be thankful for your opponents, for
without them there would not be a game;
and hope they play as well as they can,
so win or lose, all can celebrate a fair and
intense contest;
finally, and very specifically to our
Lakers, be thankful for our fans and
supporters, and for the privilege you have
as student-athletes to represent well Grand
Valley State University and the state of
Michigan on the national scene.
When we read these words on Monday
we will know the outcome of the game,
and I am sure we will be celebrating what
is good about competition, a game well
played and the pride of being a Laker!

Grand Valley Lanthorn
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No. 2 Northwest Missouri State
vs No. 3 Grand Valley State
(Dec. 12,2(X)9 at Florence, Ala.)
Score bv Ouarters
NW Missouri State...
Grand Valley State....

GVL / Brian Sevald

The victorious Northwest Missouri State team and fans celebrate their 2009 national title win.

1
7
0

4
7
10

Score Record
30 (14-1)
23 (13-2)

NW
20
33-168
198
23-15-1
56-366
0-0
2-58
4-72
1-18
4-39.2
3-2
9-78
22:33
3 of 9
1 of 1
3-4
Ml

GV
22
29-91
290
49-28-1
78-381
0-0
1-1
5-92
1-6
5-42.6
2-0
6-35
37:27
6 of 14
Oof 2
3-3
2-11

•

RECEIVING:

1st 07:59 NW - Council.LaRon 14 yd run
|(Adolf,Todd kick), 6-76 1:53, NW 7 - GV 0
2nd 12:51 NW - Bolles.Blake 4 yd run
(Adolf,Todd kick), 16-97 6:21, NW 14 - GV
0
12:11 NW - Council,LaRon 17 yd run
(Adolf,Todd kick), 1-17 0:05, nw 2! - GV
0
3rd 11:22 GV - Andrew l Airman 8 yd pass
from Brad lciek (Jay Jandasek kick blockd),
4-48 2:20. NW 21 - GV 6
11:22 NW - Jones.Ryan PAT return, , NW
23 - GV 6
06:26 GV - Ryan Bass 33 yd pass from
Brad lciek (Jay Jandasek kick). 4-50 1:35,

I NW 23 - GV 13
| 4th 12:26 GV - Blake Smolen 2 yd run (Jay

GVL / Brian Sevald

3
2
13

FIRST DOWNS.................................
RUSHES-YARDS (NET)..................
PASSING YDS (NET).......................
Passes Att-Comp-Int..........................
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS..
Fumble Retums-Yards........................
Punt Retums-Yards............................
Kickoff Returns-Yards.......................
Interception Retums-Yards................
Punts (Number-Avg)..........................
Fumbles-Lost.....................................
Penalties-Yards..................................
Possession Time.................................
Third-Down Conversions..................
Fourth-Down Conversions................
Red-Zone Scores-Chances.................
Sacks By: Number-Yards...................

Scoring Summary:

Senior running back PT. Gates is dragged down by a Northwest Missouri State player.

2
14
0

Jandasek kick), 11-71 7:20, NW 23 - GV 20
10:00 NW - Soy Jake 26 yd pass from
Bolles.Blake (AdoIf.Todd kick), 4-32 2:18,
NW 30 - GV 20
04:26 GV - Jay Jandasek 21 yd field goal,
12-70 5:34, NW 30 -GV 23

m

NW Missouri State-Soyjake 9-118;
RhodesJNick 2-35;
Kilgore.Kyle 1-21; Council,LaRon
1-18;
Simmons Jordan
1-5;
Shaw,Tyler 1 -1. Grand

Valley State-Ryan Bass 8=111; PT. ■
Gates 7-32; Blake Smolen 6-70;
Andrew Lorman
4-23; Israel Woolfork 2-48; Greg Gay

1-6.

INTERCEPTIONS:
NW Missouri State-Jones,Ryan 1-18.
Grand Valley State-Gary
Anderson 1-6.

FUMBLES:
NW Missouri State-Bolles,Blake 1-0;
Perry .Previn 1-1;
Simmons Jordan 1-1. Grand Valley
State-P.T. Gates 2-0.
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Fifth-time is charm for Bearcats
By Jared Greenleaf
CiVI. Senior Reporter
The comparison is all history now.
With their 30-23 victory over Grand Valley
State University in Saturday’s National
Championship game. Northwest Missouri
State’s football team can no longer be linked
to the infamous Buffalo Bills teams of the
‘90s.
Beforehand, many said the Bearcats bore
a valid resemblance to those Bills teams who
lost four consecutive Super Bow ls from 19911994. Heading into Saturday’s showdown
with the leakers. Northwest Missouri State
(14-1) finished runner-up in the championship
game four-straight times.
“We're definitely not the Bills now because
we got one,” said Bearcat junior quarterback
Blake Bolles. “People have been trying to
make that comparison to us the last two, three
years, whatever it’s been, but we can laugh
it off now. It gets a little frustrating when
you come here, but if you don't get it done,
they keep comparing you to them. We don't
necessarily like it. but we didn’t let it get to us
and we just took care of business.”
In search of his first title since back-to-back
titles in 1998 and 1999. Bearcat head coach
Mel Tjeerdsma said winning this one erases
any comparisons of his team to the Bills.
“I’m just thrilled for this team, that’s all
I can say,” he said. “Whatever’s happened
has happened, and it’s passed us now. Right
now, what we’ve done is won a national
championship and we’re going to celebrate.”
One man who could relate to the agony of
the Bearcats letdowns in recent years was Ray
Bentley, who color-commentated the game
for ESPN2. Bentley, a Hudsonville native,
was a starting linebacker for the Bills teams

who came up short in Super Bowl’s XXV and
XXVI.
“It was hugely disappointing, but it also
gave you reason to come back and fight even
harder,” he said.
Bentley, who played with the Bills from
1986-1991, said over the years, he still gets
antagonized by others about falling in the
biggest game of the year.
“I seriously would say I hear about it once
a month,” Bentley said. “When it comes Super
Bowl time. I'll hear it about twice daily. Even
though they say that stuff. I'm still proud of
what we accomplished. I'm not l(X) percent
over it, but I feel worse about some of the
other losses I’ve had in my life.”
Prior to Saturday's game, Bentley provided
some strong advice for the Bearcats, who
dropped the four championship games by a
combined total of 19 points.
“Play your ass off, that's all you can do,”
Bentley said. “If there was a magic way to
fix it. they would have done it by now. You
don’t forget the past, but you don’t let it affect
the future in a negative way. I think kids are
very resilient and take great pride in what
they've accomplished. Getting to this game
is unbelievably hard to do anyway. Each year
in college, there’s a turnover and each team is
different, so I think there’s less of a carryover
in a college team.”
Bentley, a former standout at Central
Michigan University, said there is a beauty in
him calling Division II national championship
games.
“I love it,” Bentley said. “It’s such a high
stakes situation, everything's on the line and
you get everybody’s best effort. Anytime you
can get associated w ith this type of event, it's
a blessing.”
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Laker fans fill Braly to brim with blue
GVSU student.
“It’s such a great atmosphere,” Van Eizenga
said. “You’ve just got to compliment University
It takes about two bathnxnrt breaks and one of North Alabama for the job they do hosting us
more stop at a Cracker Barrel or Waffle House each time ”
to get to Florence, Ala. from either Grand
Though Northwest Missouri State is about
Valley State University or Northwest Missouri two hours closer, there were many more Lakers
State University.
than Bearcats tailgating outside of Braly
But despite the lengthy trip, the vast majority Municipal Stadium.
of the 6,211 in attendance for
“Every time we come down
Saturday’s game were fans of
“You've got to be
here there is more and more
these two schools.
blue out here,” Van Eizenga
very proud of the
At the pre-game tailgate,
said. “It looks like we’ve got
character that
Laker fans were eager to see
them outnumbered 4 to I.”
their team in action at the
GVSU showed and
While the Bearcat faithful
championship.
were
practically
invisible
also ... of our fans.’
GVSU
senior
Cory
during the pre-game festivities,
Woessner drove through the
THOMAS J. HAAS
they made their presence felt
night to arrive in Florence at
GVSU PRESIDENT
inside Braly once the game
7:30 am.
began. And, as Northwest
“We figured this was our
Missouri State took an early
last chance to see this before we graduated,” 21 -0 lead, they had much to cheer about.
Woessner said.
By comparison,GVSU’s fans were relatively
Chad Van Eizenga has made the trip south quiet, animated during the first half only when
for GVSU’s last four national championship ESPN pointed its cameras their way.
appearances. His daughter, Linda, is a current
When GVSU staged its second-half
By Dan Michniewicz
GVL Copy h'ditor

comeback, however, the GVSU fan section
came to life.
In consecutive downs, a Bearcat ball carrier
was tackled for a loss, and a Bearcat offensive
lineman committed a false start. This prompted
Northwest Missouri State to call a time out,
which elicited a raucous response from GVSU’s
section.
President Thomas J. Haas made it to
Saturday’s game just in time to witness
the Lakers’ third-quarter comeback after
spending the morning at GVSU’s fall 2009
commencement ceremony.
“Boy, there was great enthusiasm out there
with the team and up here with the fans,” Haas
said as he waited in line to exit the stadium after
the Lakers' loss. “You’ve got to be very proud
of the character that GVSU showed and also
the character of our fans.”
But, only a Bearcat fan could have been
pleased with the outcome of Saturday’s game,
especially considering the team had lost in the

national championship the past four years.
“I’m hoarse,” Northwest Missouri State fan
Lon Houston said of his voice while waiting
in line to purchase his long-awaited national
championship T-shirt. “For them to have lost
four straight, we would have hated for them to
go through that again.”
Northwest Missouri State senior Kelly
McKown said it was difficult to translate into
words what he felt during the waning seconds
of the fourth quarter.
“I don’t know how to describe it,” McKown
shouted over the noise of the celebration. “It’s
great to have that monkey of our back. We’re
finally champions after 10 years.”
But, as Northwest Missouri State alumnus
Dennis Dau noted, this year’s Laker football
team deserves recognition for its resilience.
“GVSU had an excellent team,” Dau said.
“It makes a win much more important when it
comes in a game like this.”

dmichniewicz@ lanthorn £(>m

GVl / Brian B. Sevald
6VL / James Brien

Football team icons, the Chucks, traveled to Florence, Ala., to support the Laker team. The
Chucks brought both school and holiday spirit to the National Championship game.

Laker fans in Florence, Ala., show disappointment at the 30-23 loss to Northwest Missouri State.
Fans were fewer in number in Alabama, but no less supportive with signs and cheers for GVSU.
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'Bama on the line as Lakers host
Carson-Newman in semifinal tilt
“They can see it on tape that their kids
are quicker, but it’s tough to convince a
kid that’s been superior athletically for 13
Not since their national championship straight weeks that you may not be superior
run in 2006 has the Grand Valley State athletically on Saturday,” Martin said.
University football team booked a
The Lakers will be unable to match the
December trip to Florence, Ala.
speed of the Eagles at practice this week,
After facing spurts of adversity ail especially with nagging injuries to many
season, the No. 3 Lakers (12-1) are one win key players on both sides of the ball.
away from a NCAA Division II national
“In practice we’ve been toning it down
semifinal game against No. 10 Carson- so nobody gets hurt.” Bakker said. “So I
Newman College (11-2), looming on Dec. think the first few' plays there’s going to be
5.
a little bit of an adjustment to get used to
Depending on the result that afternoon, their speed.”
the Lakers will either be surrounded by
To add to the uncertainty of Carsonfalling goalposts at Lubbers Stadium or will Newman is the complexity of the triple
again be left short of their ultimate goal.
option offense they run, which utilizes a
“Obviously we’re excited to be where two-back set, disguising who gets the ball
we’re at right now, but we don’t want to and whether the play goes to the right or
just end in the semifinals,” said junior left.
safety Matt Bakker, hinting at the Lakers'
Martin recalled the first time he faced the
quest for a national championship.
offense in 1992 when coaching Minnesota
Located 38 miles east of
State, trailing 28-0 after
Knoxville, Tenn., Carson“Obviously we're
the first quarter — further
Newman is no stranger
excited to be where demonstrating the difficulty
to big games. The Eagles
in defending the formation.
we're at right now,
finished
runner-up
in
“We don’t even really
the Division II national
but we don't want
have kids in our program
championship three out
that
have
ever
even
to just end in the
of four years from 1996defended the option before,
semifinals.”
1999, though they have not
besides probably (safety)
returned to the title game
MATT BAKKER
Jake McGuckin. That’s the
since.
GVSU JUNIOR
concern there,” he said.
“We were trying to
Junior
linebacker
become like them when
Justin Victor stressed the
I first got here, and it’s pretty neat that importance in sticking to the coach’s
Carson-Newman and Grand Valley are game plan if they hope to slow down the
finally hooking up because it’s two of the uncommon offensive attack.
better programs in Division II," said GVSU
“It’s different. We don’t face any team
head coach Chuck Martin.
in the GLIAC or anyone we play all year
Leading the Eagles is Ken Sparks, who in that runs this kind of offense,” Victor said.
30 years as head coach has compiled a 287- “It can be difficult because we don’t have
69-2 record and is the all-time winningest that much experience against it, but I think
coach in Division II football. He also ranks we’re doing a pretty good job. Everyone’s
fourth in total wins among active coaches got their own assignment, so we’ve got to
in all divisions of the NCAA.
stick to it, otherwise we could get gashed
“Like all of the schools that we play up for some yardage.”
(from the) south, they are loaded with
If Mother Nature cooperates on Dec. 5
athletes,” Martin said, comparing it to the Lakers may have one advantage over
when Big Ten teams face SEC schools the speedbased team from the South, as
in Division I football. “It only takes one the forecast calls for snow showers and
or two snaps on both sides of the ball to temperatures in the 30s.
realize that we will be playing far superior
“It will be a very fast football game,
athletes than we’ve seen all year.”
weather permitting,” Martin said. “If the
While
the
Lakers
have grown weather is decent, there will be a lot of
accustomed to being athletically superior good athletes on the field on both teams.”
to their opponents this season, a visit by
sports @ lanthorn .com
Carson-Newman will end that trend.
By Matt Kuzawa
GVL Sports Editor

GVL Archive / Andrew Mills

Quarterback Brad Iciek runs the ball during the Dec. 5 semifinal game against Carson-Newman.
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Laker football en route to Alabama finals
By Matt Kuzawa
GVL Sports Editor
Snowballs llew, goal posts fell and with a
41-27 win over Carson-Newman College, the
Laker football clinched its trip to Florence, Ala.,
for a chance to play in the NCAA Division II
National Championship.
With the semifi nal win over the l()th-ranked
Carson-Newman Eagles (11-3), Grand Valley
State University (13-1) will advance to their
first national championship game since their
2006 title run.
“You couldn't have wrote the story any better
- this is as gcxxJ as it gets,” said senior safety
Jake McGuckin, who returned an interception
for a touchdown in the first quarter. “Everyone
out there - I love all our teammates.I’m so
proud of all the coaches and everyone else. It’s
the best feeling in the world right now.”
Playing in their sixth national championship
game since 2(X)1, the No. 3 Lakers will square
off against Northwest Missouri State in
Florence, Ala., at I p. m. on Saturday.
“It’s a great feeling to be going down there,
but we’re not going to settle on just getting

there,” said senior quarterback Brad Iciek. “We achieving my goals set out for me, and I know
came up short the last couple of years. We’re a lot of these guys feel the same way,” he said.
happy that we’re going there, but we know “Obviously this program is built on tradition
and there’s a lot back in your minds that we’ve
there’s still a ton of work.”
Northwest Missouri State also knows a got to get back to ‘Bama. I’m just excited to
thing or two about playing in the big game, have the chance.”
In front of a home crowd of 7247 at Lubbers
making their fifth straight appearance in the
national championship - though each time they Stadium, the Lakers withsUxxi snow flurries, 9
mph winds and a temperature
have lost.
It's a great feeling
of 25 degrees, while holding
“I couldn’t be any more
Carson-Newman to 278 yards
proud, and we’re excited
to be going (to
on offense and causing three
about the opportunity to be
Alabama), but
turnovers.
one of two, and we’re going
we're not going
Carson-Newman
head
to approach it just like we’ve
coach
Ken
Sparks
would
not
approached every other week
to settle on just
use the weather as an excuse
this year,” said head coach
getting there.”
for the loss.
Chuck Martin. “We’ve got
BRAD ICIEK
“It’s not what we practice or
an opportunity and we’re
GVSU SENIOR
play in every day, but they had
going to see how g(xxl of a
11 people on the same field as
f(X)tball team we can be next
we did, so I would never say
Saturday."
Senior defensive lineman Alex Gilde said that weather was a factor,” he said.
Hundreds of fans rushed the field engulfing
the pressure of getting the Lakers back to
Alabama was immense, and he is relieved to the team in celebration - while others opted to
tear down the goalpost near the student section.
have accomplished just that.
“It’s absolute chaos, but you know everyone
“For me personally it’s an inward aspect of

is having a great time out there," McGuckin
said.
In his last game at Lubbers Stadium, Iciek
completed 8-of-19 pass attempts for 118 yards
and two touchdowns and said the memory of
the victory in the snow will resonate with him
forever.
“It was a fun game to be a part of," he said.
“Being around this atmosphere - we’ve got a
pretty special thing. I had my family here, and
they all got to see one more game. I’m sure
they’ll all go to Alabama but the last game at
Lubbers - that’s big. You can’t go wrong going
out on a high note at your home field.”
In the past couple of weeks, the Lakers have
proven they can hang with any team, no matter
what their forte.
“We always talk about we have the right
blend; we have enough speed to hang with the
fast teams, and we’re physical enough to hang
with the physical teams," Martin said. ‘To go
from (Minnesota- Duluth) to Carson-Newman,
you’re a pretty good football team because
you’ve got two teams that are completely
different.”

sports @ Itmthom £om
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The Laker football team surrounds head coach Chuck Martin to celebrate the semifinal victory on Dec. 5.

Andrew Mills

GVSU junior linebacker Justin Victor makes a tackle against Carson-Newman during the
Dec. 5 National Semifinal game in Lubbers Stadium. The Lakers won 41-27.
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Snowballs just one
highlight of Laker victory
After GVSU head coach Chuck Martin puts end to
fans' snowball throwing, Lakers go on to dominate
Carson-Newman College 41-27 in semifinals
Chuck Martin, as in GVSU head
football coach Chuck Martin, left the
sidelines, ran to the student section
and began yelling for the snowballs to
stop. Inaudible over the crowd noise,
he took a cheerleader’s megaphone and
screamed into it.
“Stop throwing snowballs, just cheer
The view from atop the goalposts
on the Lakers,” he yelled.
sure is nice.
But here’s the kicker: instead of
With that said, what else should I
leaving in anger, Martin proceeded to
have expected?
throw his hands in the air, raising the
I was one of the lucky few who
roof. The place went nuts.
got their paws on the goalposts in the
At most universities, the public
postgame hubbub after Grand Valley
address announcer, event staff or the
State University’s victory over Carsonpolice would have handled the issue.
Newman College Saturday evening.
But not Saturday; not at GVSU.
I braved the cold, even showed up an
It was best summed up by my friend
hour and a half before kickoff to join
turning to me afterward and asking,
the diehards in the front row of Lubbers
“Did that really just happen?” Oh,
Stadium.
and the snowballs stopped instantly
That gave me pole position to
after that. You don’t
jump on the doomed
disrespect the sweater
goalposts as soon as
vest.
time ran out. The ride
The snow continued
didn't last long, as the
to fall throughout
surprisingly flimsy
the game and into
uprights came crashing
the night, making the
down less than a half
postgame celebration
minute after the first
even more perfect.
student jumped on top,
Midfield was a
but for a few seconds I
collection of thousands
was on top of the world.
CHUCK MARTIN
of players, students
I can confidently say
GVSU
HEAD COACH
and fans, losing their
once the scoreboard
voices to chants of “We
reached triple-zeroes
love Chuck” and “Ala
and the crowd burst
bama.”
to rush the field, my
After the game, I ran into sophomore
legs carried me at a speed I had never
running back Justin Sherrod, who
thought possible, apparently well-rested
summed up the excitement of the team
after two disappointing finishes to end
in one sentence.
the last couple seasons.
“This is why you play - you play to
The game itself had many of its own
win championships and now we have an
highlights, but my personal favorite had
opportunity to do that,” he said.
nothing to do with football.
When asked what he is most excited
With snow accumulating throughout
for next week in Florence, Ala., Sherrod
the past couple days, a few students
replied with something to which both
began to throw snowballs on the field
players and fans can relate.
during play. What happened next turned
“It will be warmer; we’re all looking
what might have been a sorry sight into
forward to that,” Sherrod said.
one of the most memorable moments I
Xmonah(in@lanthorn .com
have ever enjoyed at a football game.

"Stop throwing
snowballs, just
cheer on the
Lakers.”

GVL Archive /

Andrew Mills

Fans came out to support their team even in the below freezing temperatures of the Dec. 5 game.
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Diehard tailgaters brave wintry weather
By Dan Michniewicz
GVl. Copy Hditor
Most fans love the tailgating atmosphere —
grilling, toasting and socializing with fellow
leakers to get pumped up for the hig game.
But only the diehard tailgaters do all that in the
snow.
leaker fans of various ages and intensity
levels converged at Lot C on the Grand Valley
State University Allendale Campus to tailgate
before the football team's NCAA Division II
national semifi nal against Carson- Newman
College despite the freezing temperatures,
snowdrifts and icy patches throughout the
parking lots.
Perhaps the most notorious of GVSU’s
tailgaters. The Dizmal Dozen, can be spotted
from far away as the group's many fl ags mark
their territory.
“This is not our first rodeo,” said Bill
MacDermaid, one of the group’s initial
members.

The Dizmal Dozen, whose name is an
He would continue to pose the same question
adaptation of the title of the 1967 movie “The to the opposing team’s fan section.
Dirty Dozen,” started as an intramural sports
The helmet MacDermaid wore during the
team and has since evolved into something cheer is on display in GVSU’s multi-purpose
much bigger.
facility north of Lubbers
“We're a tight-knit group,”
Stadium.
“Grand Valley
said Dale Parsons, who coached
Members of The Dizmal
needs school
Dozen expressed frustration
the group’s intramural teams. “If
I was really in trouble, I would
with some of GVSU’s
spirit, and we
probably call these guys before
tailgating policies, but did not
need to kick it off
my family.”
let the rule limiting tailgating
basically.”
During his time as an
to three hours before the game
and one hour afterward dampen
undergraduate
at
GVSU,
KURTIS ARNOLD
their spirits.
MacDermaid would don a
GVSU STUDENT
Similar to members of The
World War 11 fi ghter pilot
Dizmal Dozen, thousands of
helmet and lead those who
attended Uiker basketball and football games other fans also had to brave the weather to enjoy
this last home tailgate of the season.
in a calland- response cheer.
After about a foot of snowfall accumulated
“I would point to our stands and say, ‘Is this
not the winning side?’ and the crowd would say, in Allendale during Thursday night and Friday
'Yes, this is the winning side,’” MacDermaid morning, still more fell during the hours leading
up to the game. Most of the tailgaters dealt with
said.

the weather by layering their clothing, bringing
personal propane heaters or sipping on hot
coffee or cocoa.
However, the only things GVSU students
Greg Skubick and Kurds Arnold wore were
gym shorts and generous coats of Laker blue
and white body paint.
“Grand Valley needs school spirit, and we
need to kick it off basically,” Arnold said.
Skubick agreed with his fellow body
painter.
“My high school had more school spirit,” he
said.
Arnold and Skubick were among the few
leaker fans sporting less than three layers of
winter clothing.
Alumnus Jim Marseglia came prepared for
the weather, wearing long johns and five layers
on his torso.
Marseglia has only missed one home game
since 2001.

dmichniewicz@Umthom com
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No. 4 Minnesota-Duluth to host No. 3
Lakers in Division II quarterfinal rematch
performance,” he said. “We thought it would
be one of those games where it might come
down to the last play of the game and we have
The last time senior quarterback Brad Iciek to be prepared for that.”
faced the University of Minnesota-Duluth he
This season, Minnesota-Duluth boasts the
completedjust l3-of-46attempts for 160 yards,
same stingy defense which gave GVSU’s
one touchdown and three interceptions.
offense fits last November. The Bulldogs are
Many people blamed Iciek for the 19holding opponents to less than 12 points per
13 Division II quarterfinal loss in double
game, and have a run game averaging 302
overtime last year, which ended the leakers’ yards per game.
national championship aspirations. But head
“Last year they had very similar stats
coach Chuck Martin said the criticism is not
and everybody wanted to keep telling us
fair.
that they haven’t played anyone,” Martin
“A lot was put on Brad’s plate because
said. “Anytime you beat Grand Valley and
he’s our quarterback and I’m sure Brad isn’t
Northwest Missouri State in a three-week
happy with how he played,” he said. “I’ve
period, you don’t really have to say too much
watched that game five times and we didn't
-everybody understands how good you are.”
give him a chance. And I’m
Not only will the Inkers’
not making excuses for my
None of the teams game plan change, but their
senior quarterback; you guys
offensive expectations heading
that we've played
that know me know I don’t
into the game will differ
make excuses for anybody
have ever come
greatly from last season.
around here. “
“I think we were looking
close to what
Martin took it a step
for
it to be snuxXh a year ago
Duluth did last
further, by taking the blame
and now looking back and
for the coach’s “horrendous
year.”
being a little smarter, they
game plan.”
don’t allow you to be smooth
“I’m certainly not making
CHUCK MARTIN
on offense,” Martin said. “It
excuses for Brad Iciek because
GVSU HEAD COACH
may be ugly at times but their
that’s not my deal,” he said.
defense is going to force us to
“It wasn’t his fault. It was our
play this way. We have to buy
coaching staff's fault that we did not give our
into that and say it’s going to kind of chop
kids a gtxxl enough chance for success.”
our way, keep going, and plug away to make
Now, Iciek and the No. 3 Inkers (ll-l)
enough plays to win the game.”
have a shot at redemption Nov. 28 when they
Martin said the key to winning the game is
play at No. 4 Minnesota-Duluth (11 -1) to face
to make a few big plays, as sustaining a drive
the defending national champions in another
against the Bulldogs' defense will be even
quarterfinal clash against Division II powers.
more difficult.
“It’s two of the best teams in the country
“They don’t really give up a whole lot of
left - I guarantee it - and it’s going to be a
anything on defense,” he said. “And obviously
National Championship-type of game,”
we played them for 60 minutes and two extra
Martin said.
possessions (in overtime), and scored 13
Martin said the coaches have a better
points on them, so we know firsthand.”
understanding than they did last season, and
Actually making those big plays is easier
they know it will not be easy.
said than done as Minnesota-Duluth's defense
“This isn’t Hillsdale - it’s a completely
has given up very few plays over 20 yards this
different animal,” he said. “This isn’t anybody
season.
that we’ve played in this league up to now.
“We always look at the big plays of over
They’re a lot better football team than those
20 yards because then you can see if there
teams. None of the teams that we’ve played
have ever come close to what Duluth did last are any commonalities,” Martin said. “If
you watch a GLIAC team for 13 games for
year.”
big plays usually it’s about a half hour tape.
Despite his coach’s empathy from last
The
(Minnesota-Duluth) tape lasted about 5
year’s loss, Iciek was still willing to take some
minutes. There was only two runs in 13 games
of the blame.
of over 20 yards, which is mind boggling, I
“I came in yesterday and watched the
don’t care who you play.”
film and I'm pretty disgusted with my
By Matt Kuzawa
G'V7. Sports Hditor

Courtesy Photo /

Eric Stoike

A GVSU player resists a tackle by Minnesota-Duluth players in the quarterfinal game on Nov. 28.

Courtesy Photo /

Eric Stoike

After losing to Minnesota-Duluth last year, the Lakers came out victorious this year in a 24-10 win.
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Lakers march through playoffs,
revenge makes road sweeter

Revenge is a word that gets thrown around
a lot nowadays when referring to the Grand
Valley State University football team.
The No. 3 leakers (12-1) have avenged their
only loss this season to Hillsdale College, and
their only loss last season to the University
of Minnesota-Duluth with wins over the two
teams in the past two weeks. Most recent, on
Nov. 28 the leakers cruised to a 24-10 road
victory over Minnesota-Duluth advancing to
the semifinals in the Division II playoffs.
Players and coaches would rather focus
on the game itself, dissecting game tape.

preparing game plans and studying their
upcoming opponent. But it is no secret
that ending the two teams’ seasons while
advancing to the next round is even sweeter.
It’s easy to forget about a crushing double
overtime loss from last year, when your team
is still playing fora national championship
berth, while Minnesota-Duluth and Hillsdale
are sitting at home wondering what could have
been.
L^ast year it was Minnesota-Duluth mining
the leakers’ hopes for a national championship;
however, this year there was no doubt that
GVSU was the better team.
'Hie leakers excelled in two out of the three
phases of the game - offense and defense while faltering in on special teams. Two long
kick returns, including a touchdown return on
the opening kick, set up the Bulldogs’ only
points on the game.

Senior quarterback Brad Iciek evaded
pressure all day, but the team didn’t need
much from him, as the defense held the
Bulldogs to just a field goal, with four different
leaker defenders recording an interception on
Saturday.
Since the Leakers’ 27-24 loss to Hillsdale on
Oct. 10, the team has reeled off six consecutive
wins and is no doubt playing the best they
have all season.
Their defense has been a cause for concern
with a multitude of injuries to their secondary,
including last week’s loss of starting safety
Zach Breen.
However, the defense didn’t just rise to the
occasion on Saturday - they left any doubts in
Allendale, with a near flawless performance in
Duluth.
And they aren’t done yet. Thanks to No. I
seed North Alabama’s loss to Carson Newman

on Saturday, all signs point to GVSU hosting
the Division II semifinal game next week with
a Dec. 12 trip to Florence, Ala. on the line.
A national championship appearance for
the Leakers would be their first since 2tX)6 their last Division II national championship.
If the team isn’t willing to say that a shot
at revenge the past two weeks had anything
to do with why they are one of four teams left
playing in the nation, then Alabama is what
they have on their minds.
Like a mouse working its way through a
maze, the Lakers are focused on that one big
piece of cheese at the end - but a few smaller
pieces along the way can’t hurt.
And the cheese tastes better when revenge
was in mind. Maybe the leakers should give
the mouse some pointers - it makes the maze a
little more gratifying.
sports @ lanthorn rom
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A GVSU player carries the ball past two Bulldog players. The Lakers redeemed themselves
against Minnesota-Duluth and Hillsdale this season after previous losses to each team.
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Bye week gives football team
chance to get 'minds right'
By Matt Kuzawa
GVl. Sports Editor
Although the NCAA Division II football
playoffs kick off on Nov. 14, the No. 3 leaker
football team will not participate this weekend.
Instead they will be at home, resting their
minds and bodies.
“Right now everybody just wants to get
healthy — both physically and mentally,” said
senior offensive lineman Nick McDonald.
While the team's injuries this season have
been well documented, 10 months of focusing
on winning the GLI AC and making the playoffs
has drained its players’ mentally.
After receiving a first-round bye, the extra
week will give the team time to regroup before
hosting the winner of the Minnesot-DuluthHillsdale game.
“We’re obviously going to stay locked in
and be ready to go in two weeks,” McDonald
said. “Mentally everybody is exhausted. We’ve
been working hard since January — now we
have a week off to get everybody’s minds right
again ”
With the players in the right mindset during
their off week, they will also have extra time to

Having the extra week is a double bonus in
rest their bodies and heal some minor injuries.
Martin’s eyes.
McDonald’s ankles have bothered him all
"Obviously we won’t lose this weekend and
season, but he said they feel the best they have
we won't have anybody get hurt this weekend
since the first week.
“I’m pretty excited about this week off unless they got hurt doing something stupid
just time to relax,” he said. “People don’t non-football related — knock on wood,” he
understand that 16 minutes of football is rough said.
The lakers are in a unique situation this
on the ankles or on anybody’s injuries. A whole
season: they are not protecting
weekend to just relax and staying
an
undefeated record or carrying
off your feet is pretty helpful.”
“I'm pretty
the No. I national ranking, which
Fearing more injuries, and
giving players a chance to heal excited about this Martin does not seem to mind.
week off — just
“It’s kind of nice being the
between games, the team has
hunter and not the hunted,”
stayed away from full-contact
time to relax.”
Martin said. “We’re not the
practices during the past six
defending champs, we’re not
weeks.
NICK MCDONALD
even the defending regional
“It's hard to practice any less
GVSU SENIOR
champs. I’m going with the
because we’ve been walking
mindset that we’re an underdog.
through on offense for the last six
weeks,” Martin said. “It’s been an interesting I don’t know if they're going to buy that but
year from that standpoint. We’re already a little I'm going with that mindset.”
Without the loss to Hillsdale College on Oct.
bit out of kilter, so our kids should be able to
10, the team may not have gotten the chance to
handle this pretty good.”
Coming out of the bye week, the leakers pursue an elusive national championship.
“We're all set that we don’t want to go
look to be the healthiest they have been all
season, though they will not get back any of home,” McDonald said. “When we lost to
Hillsdale it was like wow, if we lose one more
the players who are out for the season.

this could be it for us. We’ve been working
hard for 4.5 years, and winning a title means
everything to us seniors.”
The leakers struggled to find the motivation
to play to their capability against some weaker
GL1AC opponents this season. However,
McDonald said the playoffs are a different
game and atmosphere — with a little extra
incentive.
“It 'snot like we're play ingTiffin(University)
or something again where we’ve got to get
ourselves going. Some games our coaches
needed to find some kind of motivation for
us,” McDonald said. “We have our motivation
— getting another shot at Hillsdale, getting
another shot at (Minnesota) Duluth.”
Minnesota-Duluth beat the Lakers last
season in the playoffs and went on to win the
national championship.
If both teams advance past their Nov. 21
games, they will have a rematch of last year’s
double-overtime affair.
But first the Lakers will await either
Minnesota State or Hillsdale in a game on Nov.
21 at Lubbers Stadium.
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Lakers gain new leader at Q6
By Matt Kuzawa
GVL Sports Editor

GVL Archive

/ Andrew Mills

Quarterback Brad Iciek calls a play at the line of scrimmage during
the second quarter of GVSU's 49-21 win over Indianapolis.

There is one noticeable difference
between the I bikers’ starting quarterback
of the past two seasons and the 2009
signal-caller, leadership.
And that is not a knock on last
season’s starting quarterback. Brad Iciek.
Actually, it is more of a compliment.
The quarterback for the past two
seasons was quiet and did what he was
told. This year’s quarterback is doing the
telling.
However, there is one glaring
similarity between last season’s starting
quarterback and this season’s: it is the
same guy.
Iciek, a senior from Grandville,
will return for his third season under
center for the Leakers but with a new
demeanor.
“If you see him on the practice field
this year, l think you’ll notice it pretty
quickly,” said head coach Chuck Martin.
“He has more of a presence with our
football team.”
That presence is something Iciek had
struggled with in the past two seasons
for the Lakers and can be traced to his
childhood.
“He grew up with the idea that you
keep your mouth shut and you do what
you’re told,” Martin said. “He’s not one

to question things. He’s not one to tell undoubtedly is expected to not only be
“one of the guys” but also to be “the
other people what to do.”
Although it is OK to sometimes be guy”
“Not just him handling his business,
a “yes-man,” Martin said he also wants
Iciek to realize sometimes it is better to but him trying to say ‘OK, I’m the
say no. They challenged him with that manager of this group,” Martin said.
“I’m not better than you guys, but I
concept in the offseason.
“Becoming a leader sometimes is am going to manage the situation and
putting yourself out in front of the team make sure we’re all doing what we’re
and taking charge of a situation,” Martin supposed to.”
Martin said he expects Iciek to go
said. “Or maybe even telling a coach,
into coaching one day
‘Hey, I know you’re
“My goal every
and do great things.
calling this, but this is
Martin added he would
what I want to run.’”
single play is to
have no problem hiring
While Iciek has
make sure everyone him as his graduate
always
had
those
assistant or quarterback
is in the right
thoughts in his head,
coach, though he would
he is only now starting
place... ”
be hesitant to put him in
to act on them, Martin
charge.
BRAD ICIEK
said. Iciek said he
“When it came time
understands
the
GVSU SENIOR
to be a coordinator, I
importance in such a
wouldn’t hire (Iciek)
mindset.
“My goal every single play is to make because (he) wouldn’t take control of
sure everyone is in the right place and to the situation,” Martin said. “That’s a
make sure we’re in a play that will put step for him in his own life and his own
us in the best position to score,” Iciek maturity.”
The Lakers certainly would benefit
said. “And when things are going bad,
keeping everyone upbeat and positive. from that maturation, and so far coaches
We’re capable of making a big play at agree,“Brad Iciek 3.0” is looking to be a
new and improved version of last year’s
any time.”
Even though he was one of 55 players model.
sports @ lanthorn jcom
who traveled to West Texas A&M, Iciek
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Senior quarterback Brad Iciek threw three interceptions and completed 13-of-46 passes for 160
yards against the University of Minnesota-Duluth in the Lakers' quarterfinal game.
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'Losing not an option' as
Lakers host Hillsdale
By Matt Kuzawa
GVL Sports Editor

GVL Archive

/ Lindsey Waggoner

GVSU players line up on the field against Hillsdale for the second time this season.
The Lakers beat Hillsdale on Nov. 21 after losing to the team earlier in the season.

GVL Archive

/ Lindsey Waggoner

The flag core performed with the band during halftime of the GVSU playoff game.

In a game dubbed “The
Rematch,” the Uiker football team
will have its hands full against
Hillsdale College quarterback Troy
Weatherhead on Nov. 21, and it is
not the first time this season.
No. 3 Grand Valley State
University (10-1) will host the No.
15 Hillsdale Chargers (10-2) on
Saturday at Lubbers Stadium. The
game is a rematch of an Oct. 10
clash that Hillsdale won.
“I certainly think we’re playing
better than the last time we played
at Hillsdale. We’ll find out on
Saturday how much better we’re
playing," said head coach Chuck
Martin.
However, Martin does not think
the outcome on Nov. 21 will have
much to do with Hillsdale’s 27-24
win over the leakers earlier this
season.
“Everybody keeps talking about
revenge,” he said. “I’m not a big
revenge guy. Whoever plays better
on Saturday is going to win the
football game”
While the first loss did not end
the leakers’ hopes for a national
championship, a loss this time
would do just that.
“We know it’s do or die. It’s
been that way for us since we lost
to them,” said senior quarterback

Brad Iciek. “We know what we’ve
got to do. We don’t want to end the
season like we did last year.”
After earning a bye in the
opening round, senior lineman
Alex Gilde said the team is as ready
as ever after two weeks of practice.
“We’ve played this many games
and came this far.” Gilde said. “It’d
be a shame to let up now,especially
for some of the guys that have been
around for a while. This might be
their last week.”
For the seniors on the team,
a w in on Saturday would extend
their collegiate careers, while a loss
would end it.
Gilde said beating the team that
ruined their perfect season would
be even sweeter.
“I don’t know if I would call it
personal gratification,” Gilde said.
“I hate losing. I don’t think about it.
Right now losing is not an option."
When the defensive secondary
was in transition earlier in the
season, the leakers allowed
Weatherhead to pass for 265 yards,
completing 21 -of-31 attempts.
Martin comptired Weatherhead
to his own quarterback — accurate
but not super flashy.
“When you watch them play
you don’t leave the field in awe,”
Martin said. “Then you look at the
stat sheet and you’re like, ‘Wow, I
didn’t realize the kid had that good
of a game.’ That’s kind of what

Weatherhead does week in and
week out. He puts up a lot of good
numbers and makes it kx>k pretty
easy.”
Similarly to last time, the
leakers’ defense will face its biggest
challenge of the season in trying to
slow down the Charger’s passing
attack.
Martin said the defense will
have to play much better in a lot of
areas.
But after moving junior
safety Matt Bakker into a starting
comerback spot in recent weeks,
the leakers secondary has shown
significant signs of improvement.
“We certainly think we’re
playing better at that position, but
since we played Hillsdale, we
haven't played a team that can
throw like Hillsdale,” Martin said.
Having watched every game
Hillsdale has played this season
against other GLIAC opponents,
Martin said he does not foresee
Hillsdale doing anything out of
character.
“If and when you play a team in
the playoffs that's in your league,
there’s not a whole lot of surprises,”
he said. “There’s a reason they’re
10-2 and there’s a reason we’re
10-1. Neither team is going to
come in there and jump into the
Wildcat offense and do something
completely different.”

sports@ lanthorn rom
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GVSU senior running back P. T. Gates tries to find a path through the Hillsdale defense in the playoff rematch.
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GV victorious in Hillsdale rematch
Lakers advance
to face Minnesota
Duluth in national
quarterfinals

-

By Matt Kuzawa
GVL Sports Editor
In a record-setting day, the
leaker football team ended
Hillsdale’s first ever playoff
appearance - and they had
yet to play the second half.
No. 3 Grand Valley State
University (11-1) took a
decisive 37-0 halftime lead
-and made a statement that
they were the superior team
- something that was in
question before Saturday.
“I think we came out with
a chip on our shoulder, but
honestly we think that’s the
way the first game should
have went,” said senior
quarterback Brad Iciek, who
threw for 192 yards and three
touchdowns in the first half.
While No. 13 Hillsdale
(10-3) got the better part of
the Lakers in a 27-24 win in
October, nothing seemed to
go the Chargers’ way in the
first half of GVSU’s 44-27
rout in front of a playoffrecord crowd of 8,229 at
Lubbers Stadium.
Head coach Chuck Martin
said he feels worse about the
first loss to Hillsdale after
seeing how the two teams
fared on Saturday.
“I feel awful,” he said, ‘‘I
told my wife last night, if we
play well and dominate them
I’m going to feel sick after
the game. We should have
a home game next week if
we would have taken care of
our business five weeks ago.
If they would have beaten
us again I would have felt
better about the first loss to
be honest.”
The leakers won their
fifth-straight game since the
loss and will move on to face

the University of Minnesota- to, despite echoing the same
Duluth in the national thoughts.
quarterfinals for the second“We had a very good plan
straight year. Last season defensively - a much more
Minnesota-Duluth ended the aggressive plan,” Martin said.
Lakers’ national title dreams “That’s the disappointing
19-13 in double overtime.
thing about the first time
“We’re going to play as around - we let them play
good as we can next Saturday their tempo of football.”
wherever we go,” Martin
To add to the day of
said. “Our kids will not go records, senior wideout
down as easily this year as Blake Smolen became the
fifth player in NCAA history
we did last year.”
to
surpass
G V S U
benefited
2,000
yards
“I think we came
from
a
rushing and
out with a chip on
balanced
2,000 yards
rushing
receiving in
our shoulder, but
his
career,
attack from
honestly we think
joining
so ph o more
that's the way the
current NFL
Justin
players
Sherrod
first game should
Mewe1de
(82 yards),
have went.”
Moore
junior Jimmy
and
Brian
Berezik (69
BRAD ICIEK
Westbrcxik.
yards)
and
GVSU SENIOR
On
the
senior
P.T.
fifth play of
Gates
(68
the opening
yards) to
give the Lakers 252 yards on drive. Gates took the handoff
and broke free for a careerthe ground.
However, the Lakers long, 52-yard touchdown run
defense made the offense’s to give the Lakers a 7-0 lead
job easier with a fumble less than two minutes into
recovery, an interception the game.
The Lakers scored on
and two blocked field goal
attempts, setting up a short all but one possession in
field for Iciek and his array the first half including two
touchdowns in the final two
of weapons.
It took Berezik just two minutes.
All of Hillsdale’s points
carries to become GVSU’s
all-time
leading
rusher, came in the second half
passing
former
leader against the lakers’ second
string defense.
Michael Tennessee.
The win on Nov. 21 did
“I didn't even realize
how many yards I needed,” come at a cost, as the defense
Berezik said before being lost starting safety Zach Breen
to injury for the remainder of
interrupted by Martin.
“Quit
lying,”
Martin the season. His absence will
said, as Berezik cracked a most likely result in one of
smile. “That’s worse than his fellow players losing a
what Nick (Lawrence) said. redshirt season.
“We’ve got a tough
At least you didn’t throw us
road,” Martin said. “To win
under the bus."
Lawrence credited a better one more it’s going to take
defensive game plan against a monumental effort by the
Hillsdale on Saturday, which kids on our defense.”
sports @ lanthorn .corn
Martin jokingly took offense

GVL Archive
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The GVSU defense tackles the Hillsdale runner at the NCAA Division II playoff game in Allendale
on Nov. 21. GVSU redeemed themselves from a previous loss to Hillsdale with a 44-27 rout.

GVL Archive

/ Lindsey Waggoner

The Laker offense lines up to make its way down the field in the Nov. 21 game against Hillsdale.
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Roster

Laker Football

Record: 13-2
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39
40
41
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57
58
59
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Enrique Shaw
Robert Carlisle
P.T. Gates
Jordan Munson
Andrew Lorman
Andre Thomas
Marquel Neasman
Greg Gay
Tony Carreri
Jacob McGuckin
Blake Smolen
Heath Parling
Brad Iciek
Blair Hollis
Chris Crawford
David Fox
Ryan Bass
Jahan Jones
Justin Sherrod
Brad Howard
James Berezik
Myron Puryear
Danny Richard
Dominique Darden
Gary Fant
Gary Anderson
Matt Bakker
Jarrod Cox
Reggie Williams
Zach Breen
Erik Thompson
Vince Beachem
Deon Reed
Chad O’Shell
James Wojciechowski
Quintin Patilla
Michael Hatcher
Matt Flutur
Michael Ratay
Ryan Stokes
Hersey Jackson
Mike Cuddeback
Justin Victor
Ricky Shorkey
Luther Ware
Billy Seiler
Kevin Rapes
Justin Trumble
Nick Lawrence
Kenny McDaniel
Tim I^elito
Kurt Schnittger
Charles Martin
Mac Parker
Cameron Bradfield
Matt Armstrong
James Hardy
Ryan Pettis
Ryan Wheat
Scott Kimball
Hunter Lewis
Mark Morrison
Dominic Cundari

64
Austin Green
Derrell Hay good
65
66 Andrew Biedenbender
Jake Carra
67
Mike Hendrix
68
69
Frazer Burton
Michael Wezner
69
John Godush
70
Max Larson
71
Nick Duronio
72
Joey Teague
73
Colin Williams
74
Eric LaBuhn
75
Tory Buter
76
Nick McDonald
77
Alex Ahee
78
79
Darris Sawtelle
80
John Orlando
81
Cameron Bradford
Will Napier
82
83
lan Evans
84
Carlos Clark
Israel Woolfork
85
86
Mike Koster
87
Tyler Moran
Darryl Pitts
88
89
Tony Stramaglia
90
Bryan Thomas
91
Ed Vushaj
92
Derrick Smith
Alex Gilde
93
94
Lucas Kozuch
Derek Beemer
95
%
Ricky Thomas
97
Steve Gawronski
98
Denzel Rodgers
99
Jay Jandasek
Brogan Bibler
Charles Hill
Anthony Mullins
Gerrit Rauch
Lavelle Walker
DeMarco Donaldson
Tom Greenwood
Zach Galloway
Andrew Doetsch
Wade Stahl
Isiah Grimes
Kyle Partlo
Andrew Longo
Taylor Copacia
Brandan Green
Jordan Kaufman
Mark Bland
Dave Fortin
Wyatt Stahl
Ryan Ploetz
Suave Lavallis
Albert Saleh
Donavan Wilson
Elan Banks
Brent Geers
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Lakers win GLIAC title outright
while securing No. 2 playoff seed
Senior Day victory over Wayne State ensures spot in the playoffs, first week bye for GVSU
By Matt Kuzawa
GVL Sports Editor

GVL Archive / Andrew Mills

Junior quarterback Marquel Neasman carries the ball through the advancing Wayne State team.
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For 12 players on the Laker football team,
the game on Nov. 7 could have been their last
at Lubbers Stadium.
However, the seniors had other plans as
they won the GLIAC outright for the fifth
straight year and secured a No. 2 seed in the
Division II Playoffs, including a first round
bye for Nov. 14.
“They’re playing like they know the reality
of the thing,” said GVSU head coach Chuck
Martin. “I think they understand that it’s
GVL Archive / Andrew Mills
coming to an end one way or another pretty
QB Brad Iciek dodges a Wayne State player.
quickly, and they’re going to try to make the
rushing more than 100 yards.
most of it.”
GVSU scored a season-high 59 points and
Thanks to a dominating defensive
performance on Senior Day. paired with a loss racked up 556 yards of offense, including 184
by Minnesota State, the leakers jumped into yards on the ground from sophomore Justin
one of the top two spots to secure the berth. It Sherrod, who finished with a career-high four
will be their ninth straight playoff appearance, touchdowns. Iciek completed 20-of-28 pass
attempts for 271 yards and two touchdowns.
with GVSU being the only team to do so.
The leakers’ defense got on the board first
The Lakers will host a second-round game
when senior lineman Danny
in Allendale against the winner
of the Minnesota Duluth“Everything that Richard's hit deflected the
ball into the hands of redshirt
Hillsdale game — the last two
we want to do
freshman Ricky Shorkey, who
teams to beat the Lakers.
is still in front of returned the interception 16
“We would certainly like
yards for a 7-0 lead with I0
a shot at both of them and I’m
us.”
minutes and 19 seconds left in
sure they would both like a shot
the first quarter.
at us. too,” Martin said. “That
ALEX GILDE
Junior linebacker Justin Victor
gives you extra motivation.”
GVSU SENIOR
and Richard led the defense with
The Lakers first had to take
care of their own business on Nov. 7 against two sacks apiece for a team total of seven.
Victor added an interception, which was the
Wayne State University.
Wayne State running back Joique Bell, Inkers' second take away of the opening
who leads the nation with more than 2jOOO quarter.
Iciek and the offense Uxik advantage of the
yards this season, was held to just 20 yards on
13 carries against the Lakers’ starting defense short field, as Bcrezik punched the ball into the
endzone from the 2-yard line upping their lead
en route to a 59-28 blowout win.
to 17-0 with 57 seconds remaining in the first
GVSU finished the regular season I0-I
overall and 9-1 in GLIAC play, marking their quarter.
For a dozen Lakers, the victory was extra
ninth consecutive 10- win season. While the
Lakers had already at least won a share of the sweet for falling on Senior Day.
“It’s the last guaranteed home game - you
title, they can now have the GLIAC title to
don’t know what's going to happen,” Iciek
themselves.
“We start in January and the kids said. “We're happy with a victory on Senior
work awfully hard to win the conference Day - it means a lot.”
Now that the leakers secured a playoff
championship,” Martin said. “To me, you
berth, they know their postseason fate rests in
should never take that for granted.”
With 74 yards on 19 carries. Bell was their hands.
“Everything that we want to do is still in
held to less than KX) yards for the first time
this season and snapped a 13-game streak of front of us,” said senior lineman Alex Gilde.
sports @ lanthorn .< om
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following the
road to finals

GVL Archive /

Andrew Mills

Senior wide receiver Blake Smolen breaks a tackle during the first half of the home game against
Tiffin University. Smolen was named a pre-season All-American candidate for the 2009 season.

GVL Archive /
GVL Archive /

Eric Coulter

Two GVSU players refocus during a game.
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Brian B. Sevald

GVSU junior James Berezik outruns the Findlay
defense in the Oct. 17 Homecoming game.
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Andrew Mills

GVSU junior linebacker Justin Victor makes a tackle against Carson-Newman during the semifinal
game. After the 2008 season, Victor was ranked second on the team for most tackles with 60.

GVL Archive /
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Ashland players take down GVSU's Brad Iciek in GVSU's 34-7 win over Ashland on Oct. 24.
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Andrew Mills

GVSU senior quarterback Brad Iciek takes a snap during the semifinal game, while offensive
lineman Tim Lelito holds off the opposing Eagle's defense. The Lakers defeated Carson-Newman
College 41-27 to earn a berth in the National Championship game in Florence, Ala.
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Lakers stop Northern Michigan,
rally to clinch GLIAC title
racked up 356 yards rushing.
“You can't really run inside because
their ends crash down, so we were just
In the first nine games this season, trying to get into alleys all game,” said
Lakers’ starting quarterback Brad Ieiek junior running back Jimmy Berezik.
had not thrown one interception. But in “We did a really good job of that with
the last one, a 31 -19 w in over Northern good blocks on the outside”
Michigan University, Iciek threw two
With 221 yards rushing on 26
interceptions on back-to-back throws.
carries, Berezik became the all-time
So with just two minutes remaining, leader in 100-yard rushing games in
holding a six-point lead, Iciek dropped GVSU history, surpassing the mark 16
back on third and four, 8-yards from times in three seasons. In the secondthe endzone. This time though, instead best game of his career, Berezik
of trying to fit the ball between two surpassed the 1 ,(XM) yard rushing mark
defenders, he decided to keep it himself, for the third consecutive year.
diving head first into the endzone.
Carrying a 22-6 halftime lead,GVSU
The touchdown, paired with an appeared to be en route to another rout
interception by
linebacker Brad
in Allendale.
Howard a minute later,
However, a Berezik
“Our season is on
put away any thoughts
fumble
gave
the
of a come-from-behind
the line and I feel
Wildcats the ball at the
upset win for Northern
like I just turned it
Lakers’ 12-yard line.
Michigan, who trailed by
Northern
Michigan
up a notch.”
20 points at one point in
took advantage with
the game.
a touchdown pulling
“I got that feeling
them
within
six
DANNY RICHARD
it's a little like Hillsdale
points of the Lakers,
GVSU JUNIOR
(College), where we
narrowing the score to
felt like we had done
25-19 with 7:54 left in
everything but put the
the game.
game away,” said Grand Valley State
“Obviously on the fumble he was
University head coach Chuck Martin, trying to do a little too much on a dead
referring to the Lakers’ 27-24 loss to play,” Martin said. “It’s hard to get too
Hillsdale on Oct. 10.
mad at him but obviously that was a
Instead, the No. 5 Lakers clinched at critical fumble that gave them a chance
least a share of their fifth consecutive at that point in the game.”
GLIAC title, with an opportunity to
Howard led the defense with
win it outright next week in their final nine tackles and the game-ending
regular season game.
interception. Defensive lineman Danny
On Halloween night, among a Richard chipped in two sacks and a
smaller-than-usual Lubbers Stadium blocked extra point that led to a twocrowd of 6,633, the Lakers overcame point conversion for the Lakers.
three second-half turnovers, to improve
“Our season is on the line and 1
their record to 9-1 overall and 8-1 in feel like I just turned it up a notch,”
the GLIAC.
Richard said. “I think everyone has on
With the win, Martin said he the defense. We just can’t lose again.”
believes his team has done enough, win
Senior wideout Blake Smolen
or lose next week, to earn a spot in the left the game with six minutes left in
Division II playoffs.
the second quarter with a sore back.
“We’re co-champs. We’re happy Martin said it did not appear to be
about being co-champs,” Martin said. serious and Smolen already receives
“But we’d certainly like to win (next daily treatment on his back. Smolen
week) and see how high we can get.” had three receptions for 54 yards and a
Against a Northern Michigan defense touchdown in less than half the game.
that is holding opponents to a league
sports @ lan thorn .com
best 2.9 yards per carry, the Lakers
By Matt Kuzawa
CM. Sports Editor

GVL Archive / Eric Coulter

GVSU quarterback Brad Iciek evades the Northern Michigan blitz during the game on Halloween night.

GVL Archive / Eric Coulter

Junior running back James Berezik runs the ball through the defense in the game against Northern
Michigan. The Lakers defeated Northern Michigan 31-19 and improved their record to 8-1 in the GLIAC.
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No. 6 Lakers ride defense
in blowout of Ashland
By Matt Kuzawa
GVL Sports Editor

In a game that began with an opening
drive turnover by the Ashland offense, the
No. 6 Lakers turned in a dominant defensive
performance from start to finish on their way
to a 34-7 victory on Oct. 24.
The win vaulted Grand Valley State
University head coach Chuck Martin past
Jim Harkema as the second winningest head
football coach in GVSU history with 69
wins.
“When you’re part of any records at Grand
Valley, we have a pretty strong tradition, and
it means a lot,” Martin said.
In his six years as head coach, Martin has
an all-time record of 69-6, trailing only recent
Hall of Fame inductee, Brian Kelly, who
racked up 118 wins.
“It’s not like you're at a program that has
never won,“ Martin said. “Someday if I'm
fortunate to stay here long enough to pass
Coach Kelly, you know you’ve passed guys
that had great coaching careers. It means
more being part of a program that's been this
successful.”
With the win, GVSU improves to 8-1
overall,and 7-1 in the GLIAC, while Ashland
fell to 4-5 overall and 4-4 in conference play.
The leaker defense held Ashland starting
quarterback Billy Cundiff to just 26 yards
passing in the first half, sacking the senior
six times. Martin said the leakers’ defensive
lineman did a good job penetrating the line
of scrimmage.
“We just pressured — they have a young
o-line and we just teed off on them," he said.
“We blitzed into some boot legs and got some
clean shots on him. Our down lineman really
put a lot of pressure on him when we were
just rushing four, which is always a good
sign.”
According to Martin, it was the Lakers'
best defensive effort of the year, considering
the team was facing Cundiff, a former
Division I quarterback, who Martin said was
the best quarterback they have faced in his 10
years at GVSU.
“The defense was the story of the game,”
he said. “They were superb from start to
finish. They still have a very talented offense
and we shut them down. Obviously they got
one touchdown late but it was a great game
from that side of the ball .”
On just their second play from scrimmage

Cundiff coughed up the ball, fumbling on a
sack by leaker defender Danny Richard.
Sophomore linebacker Brad Howard
recovered the loose ball and the leakers
responded with a field goal from Justin
Trumble giving them an early 34) lead 4
minutes into the game.
Ashland found themselves down early
and never recovered, failing to score until
the fourth quarter against the Lakers’ secondstring defense.
Wide receiver Greg Gay scored the first
touchdown of the game when the sophomore
found the endzone among three Ashland
defenders. The 25-yard touchdown reception
put the Lakers up 10-0 late in the first
quarter.
Iciek completed 11 of his 20 pass attempts
for 146 yards with three touchdowns, with
Blake Smolen on the receiving end of 62 of
those yards, including a score.
GVSU’s offense was choppy at times,
Martin said, however managed to score 34
points on just nine possessions in the game.
The time of possession played a crucial part
in the game, keeping Cundiff and the Ashland
offense on the sidelines.
“We had the ball for 37 minutes and
were kind of slow and methodical," Martin
said. “We never really got in a good rhythm
offensively, but we made enough plays in
key situations. I don’t think we’re going to
be super pleased when we watch tape on
Monday, but we did what we needed to do.
We got a lead and possessed the football.
The end result on offense was better than the
process.”
Following a yard touchdown run for
running back FT. Gates, the starters got a
chance to rest as the second string offense and
defense took the field, nursing a 34-0 lead.
Ashland finally got on the scoreboard
against the Inkers’ reserves with 4:54 left in
the game, in what Martin called a meaningless
touchdown at that point in the game.
In their last road game of the regular
season, the Lakers played better than earlier
games away from Lubbers Stadium, which
could prove to be vital in the playoffs.
“Being on the road was a big deal for us
because most likely if we can find a way to
win our last two, we’re going to have to win
some road games at some point,” Martin
said.

sports@ lanthorn .com
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Courtesy Photo / Eric Stoike

The Lakers face off against the Ashland Eagles in the game on Oct. 24. The Lakers won 34-7

Courtesy Photo / Eric Stoike

A GVSU player completes a play in the team's last away game of the regular season
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Fighting for the

GVL / Brian B. Sevald

GVSU head coach Chuck Martin strategizes during the National Championship game on Dec. 12 in Florence, Ala.
Martin coached the Lakers to two consecutive championships in 2005 and 2006, but could not win a third title.

GVL / Brian B. Sevald

The Lakers closed the gap in the fourth quarter against Northwest Missouri State,
but fell short of Northwest Missouri's 30-23 win for the National Championship.

GVL / James Brien

Laker Ryan Bass dodges a Northwest Missouri State player.

GVL Archive / Andrew Mills

Senior quarterback Brad Iciek throws a pass during a previous game this season.

GVL / Brian B Sevald

Junior Ryan Bass leaps to complete a pass.

GVL / James Brien

The Lakers and Bearcats face off in the National Championship
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GVL / Brian B Sevald

GVSU senior linebacker James Wojciechowski tries to wrest the football out of the hands of his Northwest Missouri State opponent. Northwest Missouri State went on to win the 2009 championship.

GVL / Brian B. Sevald

Senior Brad Iciek waits at a press conference.

GVL / Brian B. Sevald

GVL / Brian 6 Sevald

GVSU senior quarterback Brad Iciek runs the ball during the title
game. Iciek was nominated for the Harlon Hill award this season.

The Lakers take on Northwest Missouri State.

Mounted security stands guard at the National Championship game in
Florence, Ala.
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I Coaching continuity boosts f ootball
Coaches return to 2009
season with added insight,
experience for positions
By Matt Kuzawa
GVL Sports Editor

Even though its record is identical to
last season's, the 2-0 Grand Valley State
University football team may be more
prepared to take on opponents in the
2009 campaign.
After former offensive coordinator
Todd Kolster resigned before last season
to become the Athletic Director at Grand
Rapids Catholic Central High School, the
Lakers’ offense was left in flux.
The team hired Eric Koehler to run the
Lakers’ offense, but he was left with little
time to teach the players his offense.
“Coach K(oehler) said the other day, ‘I
came to practice the first day and I didn’t

even know who Brad Iciek was,”’ said Mitchell’s defense, everybody is more
head coach Chuck Martin. “That puts comfortable, instead of trying to figure
things in perspective pretty quickly.”
out what is going on, Martin said.
Offense was not the only group in
“The whole defense has been together
transition. Position coaches George for a year, and the whole offense has
Barnett (offensive line),
been together for a year,
All of our coaches
Jack Ginn (wide receivers),
so there’s a lot of good
Eddie Brown (cornerbacks)
minds on both sides of the
are now in their
and defensive coordinator/
ball,” he said. “Last year,
home with their
linebacker coach
Matt
particularly on offense,
positions.”
Mitchell were all in their
they were just trying to
first
season
at
those
learn what the heck we
positions a year ago.
were doing, let alone give
ROBERT CARLISLE
“We lost an offensive
any input, This year’s
GVSU SENIOR
coordinator a week before
offense will feature new
the season a year ago,”
ideas that weren’t possible
Martin said. “Everybody
last year because of the
was in new roles a year ago, now you transition to a new scheme with the influx
have everybody back. The continuity is a of the new coaches.”
lot better now than it was a year ago.”
Senior All-American offensive tackle
Now, after a year of running Koehler’s Nick McDonald said Barnett is the
offense and following the guidance of best offensive line coach he has had at

GVSU.
“I’ve had three o-line coaches since
I’ve been here,” McDonald said. “I think
he’s the best we’ve ever had. He knows
what he’s talking about. You can see the
difference from ‘07 to ‘08 and from ‘08
to spring then from spring to fall.”
Senior cornerback Robert Carlisle said
he thinks all the coaches are now where
they belong, including new defensive
line coach Matt Yoches.
“All of our coaches are now in their
home with their positions,” Carlisle
said. “Coach Yoches back coaching the
d-line, which he played here at Grand
Valley; Coach Mitchell, who coached the
linebackers his whole career here; and
now we have Eddie Brown who was a
13-year cornerback/wide receiver in the
pros, and he’s going back to his wheel
house.”

sports@lanthorn .com

GVL Archive / Andrew Mills

GVSU head coach Chuck Martin talks to the players during the first half of the Oct. 3 home game
against Tiffin University. Many new coaches were added to the staff last year, but were able to
return to the 2009 season with more experience and insight for their respective positions.
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Lakers 'thin at key positions'
Team strives to fill spaces left by several
players lost to season-ending injuries
committee and having kids who have to
play multiple positions,” Martin said.
“We’re kind of in the same situation
In a few games this season, the
— there’s no way around it.”
Laker offense has methodically
Senior quarterback Brad Iciek,
marched down the field, but instead of who will be without his main target,
putting a touchdown on the board, the said despite the uncertainty at the
drive has stalled in the red zone.
position, the team will have to move
Now, they face the challenge of on quickly.
doing it without their leading receiver
“We’re just going to have to have
Mike Koster.
guys step up,” Iciek said. “We didn’t
The junior wideout
know what we had
went down with a
“I don't know
last year without Mike
knee injury on Oct.
(Koster) there, and it
why
we're
having
10, shelving him for
sucks for him. We wish
so many season
the remainder of the
we could have him back,
season. The loss is a
ending injuries.”
but we’ve got to move
significant blow to the
on. We’ve got a short
Laker offense as he
week to find some guys
CHUCK MARTIN
has a team-high eight
that will step up.”
GVSU HEAD COACH
touchdowns, with 31
Martin
mentioned
receptions
for
381
Brandon Bass, Blake
yards.
Smolen and Greg Gay
His impact is especially felt in the as players who will be used in that role
red zone, where his 6-foot, 3-inch and also mentioned running back P.T.
frame provides a tough matchup for Gates as a possible replacement.
opposing cornerbacks.
“We might use P.T. (Gates) a little
“We’ll miss (Mike) Koster," said bit outside because he’s done a very,
GVSU head coach Chuck Martin. “He very good job when he’s asked to
goes up and catches contested balls, block down the field and catch the
and that’s not really Blake (Smolen’s) ball,” Martin said.
shtick. We’ll have to find other ways
Smolen, who has eight touchdowns
to get the ball in the end zone. We of his own, five receiving and three on
would like to have him all the time, the ground, was forced to fill the void
but particularly third down in the red
Koster’s absence created last season.
zone is when he’s really been a big
Koster joins a growing list of injured
part of our offense.”
players including starting cornerback
Sophomore tight end Andrew Robert Carlisle and tight end Tony
Lorman said he thinks he may be Carreri, who are all expected to miss
called on to contribute more in the red the remainder of the season.
zone.
Martin said injuries are probably
“If they think that’s an option then his biggest concern right now.
I’m all for that,” Lorman said. “If not,
“I don’t know why we’re having so
then we have plenty of other guys that many season-ending injuries,” Martin
are able to make those plays down said, mentioning Luther Ware and Jared
there. But if my number is called, I Cox as two other players also on the
will definitely be ready.”
injury list, who have contributed a lot
With the injury to Koster, the to special teams. “Injuries are starting
Lakers are in a similar position to last to amount to where we’re getting really
year, when Koster was academically thin at some key positions. Hopefully
ineligible and multiple players had to we can stay healthy for the last four
fill the hole left by Koster’s absence.
weeks of the season.”
“What we learned last year is that
sports@ lanthorn .com
it’s not fun to have (wide receiver) by
By Matt Kuzawa
(iVl. Sports Editor

GVl Archive / James Brien

Starting cornerback Robert Carlisle broke his fibula and tibia during the Sept. 12 game, ending his season.
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Lakers take back GLIAC with 38-13
defeat of conference-rival Findlay
By Emanuel Johnson
GVL Senior Reporter

GVL Archive / Brian B. Sevald

With the assistance of his blockers, Blake Smolen carries the ball down the
field during the game on Oct. 17. The Lakers defeated the University of
Findlay 38-13. Prior to the win the teams sat tied for first in the GLIAC.

Looking to bounce back from Oct.
10’s loss against H i I Isdale Col lege. the
No. 8 Grand Valley State University
football team dismantled conference
rival No. 18 University of Findlay on
Oct. 17 to the tune of 38-13.
Heading into the game, the
Lakers and the Oilers sat tied for
the top spot in the GLIAC. With
Saturday’s Homecoming win at
Lubbers Stadium, the Lakers (7-1,
6-l GLIAC) launched themselves
into sole ownership of the conference
lead.
But GVSU head coach Chuck
Martin made it clear that taking the
conference lead is only the first step in
what has become a steep path toward
the playoffs.
“We’re in playoff time right now
— we can't afford another loss,”
he said. “We don't have strength of
schedule on our side. There arc five
teams behind us with two losses and
we saw what happened last week
with the rankings. We have to win the
next three weeks to get the chance at
the next one.”

GVL Archive / Brian B. Sevald

GVSU junior James Berezik carries the ball to the outside to avoid the Findlay defense at the GVSU Homecoming
game. The 38-13 win gave the Lakers the conference lead once again.

Facing the best defense in the positions.”
With a handful of games left in the
GLIAC, the leakers were methodical
in their offensive approach. The team season, Smolen has a chance to put
maintained an almost 50-50 run to the record further out of reach.
But he said he realizes Berezik,
pass ratio through the entire game,
which helped them drive down the who is fifth on the list with 4262
field for 21 unanswered points in the yards, has a great chance of passing
him before he leaves the team.
first half.
“Jimmy’s still got a whole year
But that success came w ith a price
left, and he’s a hell of a player,” he
tag.
In the first half, the shifty Findlay said. “It would be nice for me to get
defense forced the leakers into a bunch of numbers going toward the
nine frustrating pre-snap offensive end of the season, but we still need
penalties. Fortunately the penalties him to produce, too. I'll just have
translated into only one stalled drive to try to make the best out of every
opportunity that I have the ball."
in the first half.
Defensively the Dikers held the
Senior quarterback Brad Iciek said
Findlay’s defense does a great job of Oiler offense for a goose egg for
much of the first half. The defensive
checking the offense’s checks —
unit's only major
adjusting on the fly
lapse came toward
when Iciek changed
“We're in playoff
the end of the second
the play at the line of
time right now
quarter when Findlay
scrimmage.
quarterback Andrew
“I got a little
—we can't aford
Beam found wideout
frustrated a few times
another loss.”
MikeChambersdown
out there — I just have
CHUCK MARTIN
the sideline for a 59to be locked in more
GVSU HEAD COACH
yard touchdown.
— but we handled
Though the unit
our business,” he
said. “We bounced back pretty well, played well, Martin noted Findlay’s
and we know that it's do or die from score as a cause for concern in moving
here on out. Of course, we’ll have to forward in the season.
“We were a lot more physical in
make some adjustmenLs, but it’s never
a bad thing when you come out with this one,” Martin said of his defense.
“I'm hoping that when we watch the
a victory.”
The Oiler defense crumbled in the tape that we were more disciplined in
first half along with a GVSU school reading our keys, but we gave up a
record. Finishing the night with 98 touchdown in Cover 2 (defense). We
receiving yards for one touchdown can't continue to give up cheap ones
and 33 rushing yards for another, like that. We can definitely be a gtxxl
senior wideout Blake Smolen Ux>k team playing that way, but we can’t
sole ownership of the school record be a great team.”
With former head coach Brian
for most career all-purpose yards.
He now sits 68 yards ahead of Kelly in attendance, as well as many
former leaker David Kircus with other alumni and former players,
4,976 all-purpose yards. Kircus was the I bikers answered the call of
in attendance to see his record fall.
rebounding from last week’s loss.
“He’s
probably
the
most
“We bounced back from a game
underrated player in my I0 years at last week where we really didn’t
Grand Valley,” Martin said. “He’s have everything going for us,” Iciek
flown under the radar alongside other said. “There’s still going to be a lot
players like Eric Fowler and Jimmy of mistakes that we made that we’ll
Berezik that have been a bit more see in film on Monday. We definitely
prominent, but he’s done everything aren’t playing our best football right
that we’ve ever asked of him. I don’t now, I know that for sure. But we just
think a kid could more deserve such have to keep getting better and better
a great record at a schtx)l that’s had every week.”
so many great players at the skill
ejohnson @ lanthorn .com
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Lakers to start inexperienced corner
After losing starting cornerback to injury, new player will take on position against Ferris State Bulldogs
By Matt Kuzawa
(I VI. Sports Editor

Heading into week four of the regular
season, the last thing a team wants to do is
replace a starter on their defense.
But that is the position the No. I ranked
leaker football team finds itself in after senior
starting cornerback Robert Carlisle broke his
leg in its 38-7 win over Saginaw Valley State
University.
With the announcement he will likely
miss the rest of the season, the leakers (3-0,
2-0 GLIAC) will be forced to rely on some
inexperienced players at the comer positions
against Ferris State University on Sept. 19 and for the rest of the season.
“There’s going to be a lot of guys (fighting)
for that comer position and obviously we’re
going to sort through it,” said head coach Chuck
Martin. “We'll probably throw somebody out
there this week and see how it goes.”
The Lakers were already relatively young
at the position, with Carlisle being the only
returning starting comer.
Sophomore Enrique Shaw picked up his first
career interception on Sept. 12, yet it is only his
first year starting at comer.
“Enrique (Shaw) is in that lockdown comer
position, and fortunately he made that nice play
after Rob (Carlisle) went down," Martin said.
“(But) he’s playing like a first-year starter, and
he struggles some out there, too.”
There is plenty of uncertainty at the other
starting comer position as well.
Sophomore Dominique Darden is the only
other cornerback who had significant playing
time last season.
Senior starting safety Jake McGuckin is
confident whoever is thrown out there will do
his job.
“A lot of competition up there will help,"
he said. “That spot's not sold on anyone yet
so once we get someone out there that we're
confident with, he obviously won't be able to
replace Rob, but he’ll be talented enough to get
the job done and we’ll expect that out of him.”
Replacing a senior such as Carlisle will not
be easy, and there is bound to be some drop off
due to the lack of game-time experience.
Shaw said to make up for the loss of talent,
they will need extra preparation off the field.
“We need to make sure we get into the film
rixim and make sure we don't make the same
mistakes twice,” he said “We’re all young, so
we just need to help each other out."
At practice, Martin stressed to his players
the importance of getting into the film room,

especially against a Ferris State team, who is
coming off of a 43-7 loss to Findlay.
“You know they’re going to be prepared,”
Martin said. “You know they’re not going to
let happen what hap|x.*ned last week. They're
a better football team than what they showed
last week.”
Martin added he does not want his players
to compare the two teams’ scores last week and
think it will be another blowout.
“There have not been a lot of easy Grand
Valley- Ferris fcxitball games in the last 25
years,” he said.
However, Martin said the rivalry is not what
it used to be.
“Grand Valley- Ferris used to be the game
on the GLIAC schedule,” he said. "Obviously
it’s not at that level anymore based on recent
history. It’s lost a little bit of its luster.”
Even at 3-0 with a No. I ranking, Martin
does not feel the team is “rolling” as many
people suggest.
“We’re an OK fcxitball team right now, is
what we are,” he said. “We've got a lot of things
to work at on both sides of the ball. We're
nowhere near being a top Division 11 fcxitball
team going into week four, and if our kids
understand that, I think we're going to become
one of those."
Kickoff in Big Rapids, Mich., against the
Ferris State Bulldogs (1 -2) is set for 7 p.m.

sports@ lanthorn x <>m

Courtesy Photo / GVSU Athletics

Sophomore Dominique Darden was the only
other cornerback who had significant playing
time when Robert Carlisle was injured.

GVl Archive / Andrew Mills

Sophomore Enrique Shaw runs the ball during the second quarter of the Sept. 5 opener against
Indianapolis. Shaw was one of the players who helped fill the spot left by injured Robert Carlisle.
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No. 1 is done: GVSU back to square one
Laker football team falls to
Hillsdale Chargers in first
regular season loss in
almost five years

The extra point was no good, and the leakers
went into the half trailing 17-15.
To add insult to injury, starting wide receiver
Mike Koster limped off the field on crutches at the
end of the first half, giving Iciek one less option to
complete a pass.
Though it has yet to be confirmed, the injury is
By Matt Kuzawa
believed to be season-ending damage to Koster’s
GVl. Sports Editor
ACL. Senior tackle Nick McDonald also left
The 48-game regular season win streak, the the game, leaving the Lakers with four, first-year
undefeated season, the time-ranked No. I — are all starters on the offensive line.
“Obviously the injuries played somewhat of a
over. After giving up a touchdown with less than
factor,”
Martin said. “We lost Koster and McDonald
a minute to play, the No. 1 ranked Laker football
team (6-1,5-1 GLIAC) could not convert a game- on offense. You’d like to have your senior leader
tying field goal and fell to Hillsdale College 27-24 out there, not a redshirt freshman. To me, I don’t
worry as much about those than the errors that we
on the night of Oct. 10.
It was the team’s first regular season loss since made. The game wasn’t won or lost by one decision
Oct. 23, 2004 and was the 2009 senior class’ first or one injury.”
The Laker offense responded after a Hillsdale
regular-season loss.
field
goal in the third quarter, as Iciek hooked
With just 36 seconds left. Chargers quarterback
up with Smolen for a 28-yard
Troy Weatherhead, a Comstock
touchdown giving GVSU a 21- 20
Park native, led his team down the
“When we left the
advantage.
field to take a 27-24 lead in front
locker
room
we
After exchanging a pair of
of a homecoming crowd of 3,116
possessions,
junior P.T. Gates
at Muddy Waters Stadium.
were ready to move
returned a punt to the Hillsdale
“I thought we would get the
on and try to keep
42-yard line, putting the Lakers in
stop and win the game,” GVSU
good position to add to their onegetting
better
as
a
head coach Chuck Martin said.
point lead.
“We got key stops the last couple
football team.”
However, the drive stalled and
times they were on the field. I
CHUCK MARTIN
GVSU head coach Chuck Martin
always have confidence in our
GVSU HEAD COACH
opted to kick the field goal at the
defense.”
13-yard line.
There was little time to respond,
“We got the lead and had a chance to end it with
but the Lakers still managed to get close enough
to attempt a field goal, which would have sent the a touchdown but couldn’t do it,” Martin said.
Tremble connected from 30 yards, increasing the
game into overtime.
However, Justin Tremble's field goal sailed to Lakers' lead to 24-20 with 5:27 left in the game.
Then, Weatherhead put the team on his back,
the right.
The Lakers outgained the Chargers (5-2, 4-2 leading the Chargers offense down the field on an
11- play, 67-yard drive, taking 4 minutes and 43
GLIAC) by a 462 to 324 margin in offensive
seconds
off the clock.
yardage.
The Chafers capped off the drive with a one“It’s frustrating from our end," Martin said. “We
ran it well and threw it well but ended up with only yard run to give Hillsdale a 27-24 lead with just 36
24 points. Not that 24 points is awful, but when the seconds left on the clock.
Eighty-three yards away from the endzone, the
other team has 27, you felt like you should have
Laker offense faced a difficult task of tying the score
gotten more.”
Junior running back Jimmy Berczik gained with just 26 seconds after the return. Two receptions
93 yards on the ground, and in the air Brad Iciek from Smolen got the Lakers to the 32-yard line, as
completed 22-of-29 attempts for 261 yards and two they utilized the sidelines to stop the clock.
However, with 5 seconds left. Tremble’s 49touchdowns. Senior wideout Blake Smolen caught
yard
field-goal attempt to send the game to overtime
the two touchdowns, finishing with eight receptions
sailed
to the right.
for 125 yards.
It was the quietest bus ride in a long time. Martin
After GVSU took a 9-0 lead in the first quarter,
following a Tremble field goal, Hillsdale responded said.
“You’ve got to move forward and move
with 17 unanswered points to take a 17-9 lead.
quickly,”
Martin said. “When we left the locker
With 4:19 left in the first half, Smolen returned
the ensuing kick 54 yards. Iciek drove the team room we were ready to move on and try to keep
down the field in an eight-play drive capped off by getting better as a football team.”
a one-yard touchdown run from Berezik.

sports@ lanthorn .com
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Quarterback Brad Iciek makes a pass during the Oct. 10 game against Hillsdale.

Courtesy Photo / Eric Stoike

Hillsdale beat GVSU 27-24 for the Lakers' first regular season loss since Oct. 23, 2004.
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Smolen's four TDs help No. 1
Lakers slay Dragons, 47-21
By Matt Kuzawa
6V7. Sports I'(Iitor

After finding the end/one four times in the
first quarter, senior offensive specialist Blake
Smolen was gassed.
With three rushing touchdowns and one 71 yard touchdown reception. Smolen helped give
the Lakers a 28-0 lead with 25 seconds left in
the lirst quarter.
However, four touchdowns were more than
enough for Smolen as he lost his lunch on the
sidelines of Lubbers Stadium.
"I was exhausted," said Smolen. who
finished with six carries for 67 yards and 90
yards receiving.
The Tiffin University defense must have
been equally exhausted after chasing Smolen
all across the field as the No. I Lakers went on
to dismantle the Tiffin Dragons 47-21 - their
48th consecutive regular season win and 45th
in the GLIAC.
The win kept the Lakers' undefeated season
alive, pushing their record to 6-0 and 5-0 in the
GLIAC, while keeping Tiffin winless at 0-6.
It ttxik the Lakers just three plays in a minute
and 13 seconds to get on the scoreboard, scoring
a touchdown on their first four possessions - all

from Smolen.
completed 9-out-of-15 pass attempts for
“We got the ball to him. and he didn’t pass 231 yards and two touchdowns, doubted the
up his opportunities,” said GVSU head coach effectiveness of the defensive scheme.
"It’s not very gtxxl ” Iciek said. “They ran
Chuck Martin. “I'm not sure Tiffin tackled him
many times during the game. We told everyone it a lot this year and yeah, it’s hard to see. but
that you better take advantage of your chances if they're giving up a ton of points, it’s not very
because you probably won't
effective.”
Having guys standing up on
have a ton tonight. And he
‘Talent-wise, (Tiffin
the line of scrimmage makes it
made the most of his.”
is) not close to the
very difficult to play defense.
Using what they called
Martin said.
a “radar defense” with no
ability level
“You're not in a gtxxl
down lineman and every
(of the Lakers).”
position,” he said. “There's
defender standing up. Tiffin
CHUCK MARTIN
a reason that from the JFL
made an attempt to cont use the
GVSU
HEAD COACH
(Junior I-txitball League) to the
offensive line.
NFL, nti tine else is standing
With 346 yards tin the
ground, including 191 yards on 19 carries from up at the line of scrimmage.”
Having won only one game in the past two
sophomore Justin Sherrod, the offensive line did
not seem to be bothered by the unconventional seasons - their first in the GL IAC - Tiffin could
not compete with the bigger, faster and stronger
Tiffin defense.
“I guess that's their idea to confuse people Lakers.
“Talent-wise, they're not close to the ability
and make it harder on the offensive line,”
Martin said. “It is difficult for the offensive line level (of the Lakers),” Martin said. “There was
to sort stuff out. but obviously our first group a huge discrepancy between the two teams.”
Iciek said coming into the game, the team
did a good job of sorting it out - we ran it pretty
knew they were a superior team physically.
gtxxl.”
“We just had to be prepared and take care of
Senior quarterback Brad Icick. who

business early,” he said. “We did a gtxxl job of
coming out fast like we did last week."
With the Lakers’ offense scoring points early
and often, the defense had a little breathing
room.
"That helps a lot,” said junior linebacker
Justin Victor. “That was the goal coming out,
getting on them fast. Let the offense score
the points, get the twos in to get them some
experience.”
Playing a team that was undoubtedly
outmatched, it was a challenge to play hard on
every down.
“The biggest thing was coming in there and
keeping up the intensity," Victor said. “Knowing
they're 0-5, it’s hard to keep plays locked in. I
think we did a pretty gtxxl job of executing our
defense.”
Injury Update: The first half ended on a
somber note, after Tiffin freshman defensive
back Jordan Johnson went down and appeared
motionless for more than 15 minutes.
Johnson was carted oft the field on a stretcher
but was reported as responsive and moving his
extremities. He was taken to the hospital as a
precautionary measure.
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Lakers pummel Huskies 55-7 in
first-ever night game at Tech
Smolen first in GV history to reach 1,000-yard trifecta of rushing, receiving, returning
By Matt Kuzawa
G’V7, Sports Editor

All he needed was 26 yards.
However, senior wideout Blake Smolen
was not about to stop there.
On the opening kickoff of Grand Valley
State University's 55-7 rout of Michigan Tech,
Smolen made history, gaining 71 yards and
surpassing 1,000 career return yards.
With the return, Smolen became the first
player in GVSU history and just the fourth in
Division II football to rack up I .(XX) rushing,
receiving and return yards.
“I never would have thought of it when I
came in as a freshman, but five years later, it’s a
great feeling, great accomplishment,” Smolen
said. “I have to give credit to my teammates
because without them it never would have
happened.”
Willing to move wherever the coaches
pleased, Smolen excels all across the field.
“Obviously it speaks to his versatility and
to his unselfishness. The kid does absolutely
whatever we ask him to do for four years,”
said GVSU head coach Chuck Martin. “He
never worries about himself, he just worries
about playing.”
Smolen said the coaches had told him
earlier last week he may get a chance to go

on 43 carries, including a career-high 108
the distance.
“Hie return team did a great job of blocking. yards on 10 carries from senior P.T. Gates.
In the first game played under the lights
Then it was on me to get it done, but like usual
I got caught from behind,” he said. “I’m sure in Michigan Tech's (0-4) history, the No. I
ranked leakers looked all too comfortable in
I’ll be hearing about that from the guys.”
The long return set up the Lakers’ first the nightcap.
The nine-and-one-half hour bus ride did not
of eight touchdowns, as junior running back
seem to slow the Uikers down
Jimmy Berezik found the
“I never would
a bit, as the offense exploded
endzone for the first time this
have thought of it
for 496 yards to jump out to a
year, giving GVSU a 7-0 lead
41-7 first-half lead.
just 59 seconds into the game.
when I came in as
“Between the kickoff return
After crossing the goal line
a freshman, but
and the two picks, that was the
23 times in his previous two
five years later, it's
first half,” Martin said. "Our
seasons, it took longer than
offense t<x)k advantage of the
expected for Berezik to reach
a great feeling ... ”
short field.”
the endzone this season.
It was a rout from start to
Martin
said
opposing
finish.
defenses have stacked the box
BLAKE SMOLEN
“It’s always in the back of
when the offense reaches the
GVSU SENIOR
your mind hoping the game
red zone, limiting Berezik’s
goes that way, but obviously you have to click
opportunities to get touchdowns.
Long runs have been scarce because of on all cylinders and get some turnovers,”
Martin said.
poor blocking on the outside.
With Huskies starting quarterback Steven
“He hasn’t had any long runs because we
haven't blocked good enough,” Martin said. Short out with an injury and their defense
“Last year we were the king of the 40-, 50-, unable to stop the leakers’ run or pass game,
60-yard run, and this year we’re not blocking GVSU dominated both sides of the ball. Three
on the perimeter near at the level we're capable Michigan Tech turnovers were the nail in the
coffin.
of.”
“They were kind of a wounded animal, and
GVSU rushed for a season-high 311 yards

Courtesy Photo / Eric Stoike

The Lakers played Michigan Tech under the lights for the first time in the Tech stadium's history.

obviously we caught them on a good week
with two of their better players not playing,”
Martin said.
In just two quarters of work, quarterback
Brad Iciek completed six of seven pass
attempts for 107 yards and three touchdowns.
Junior wideouts Ryan Bass and Mike
Koster were on the receiving end of all three.
Backup quarterback Marquel Neasman, a
junior, played the most he has all year, starting
the second half while nursing a comfortable
34-point lead.
Martin said they had hoped to get Neasman
more playing time this season, in preparation
for next year.
However, with closer games than usual
they have not been able to work him in.
“We need to get him more quality reps to
see how much he’s progressed,” Martin said.
“I think he can do some good things, so I think
that was one of the biggest positives (from the
game).”
Neasman completed five of eight attempts
for 78 yards and led the leakers and the second
string offense to two more touchdown drives.
“I thought all our No. 2s played pretty
good,” Martin said. "We outscored them 140, and they left their starters in for the whole
game.”

sports@ lanthorn .com
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Second-string GVSU quarterback Marquel Neasman played the second half against Michigan Tech.
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Stadium to reward millionth fan
Fan No. 2,064 at Saturday's game will push attendance past million mark, win prize pack from Athletics
By Greg Monahan
G’VZ. Staff Writer

With its current all-time attendance at
997,936, Lubbers’ Stadium will host and
reward its I millionth fan as the Lakers
face Tiffin University on Oct. 3.
The lucky fan will win a bundle of
prizes, including an autographed football
signed by head coach Chuck Martin,
sideline passes to the game and a chance to
be on field for the pre-game coin toss.
Grand Valley State University Athletic
Director Tim Selgo will award the prizes
before the game and is excited to see GVSU
reach the historical number, he said.
“It’s a very special number because it's
my 14th year here and in 1996 when I came
here we were averaging about 4.0(H) fans
a game,” Selgo said. “Not many Division
II programs have drawn 1 million fans in
their history, and here we’ve done it with a
relatively young program.”
GVSU, which first fielded a football
team in 1971, has seen its attendance more
than double in the last decade, quickly
bringing them closer to the I -millionth-fan
mark.
Head football coach Chuck Martin said
there is a link between the increase in
attendance figures and the team's perennial
success.
“(The home field advantage) is huge,” he
said. “It’s not an environment (the football
team is) used to. They don't go on the
road and play in front of crowds like that
anywhere else. When you play in Division
L you get that every time you play on the
road so you can become more accustomed
to it. where in Division II they get it every
other year, so it adds to the advantage you
have.”
Along with Selgo, Martin said he is
excited for the university to reach an
attendance mark so few Division II schools
have reached.
“It’s an awesome accomplishment,”
he said. “In as few years as we've played
football to have that millionth fan at the
Division II level this quickly is a tribute to
all our fans who’ve been coming out for
years and years.”
The sharp spike in attendance has a
lot to do with GVSU becoming more of a
“residential” campus, Selgo said.
“The number of students who live in
apartments within a walking distance of the
stadium has increased 10-fold in the last 15

GVl Archive / Andrew Mills

GVSU students cheer during the opening kickoff of the Oct. 3 home game against Tiffin University. Fans at the game pushed the total attendance for
Lubbers Stadium past the million mark and the 2,064th fan was awarded a prize pack, including sideline passes and a football signed by Chuck Martin.

years,” he said. “Now considering all the
apartments along 48th (Avenue), we have
an on-campus student population of about
11.0(H) students. That’s been a big, big
factor in the increasing of our attendance."
The student attendance increase has also
benefiteda from student organizations, such
as the wide-reaching Laker Nation.
“Since we’ve been an organization,
we feel like we've helped a lot in terms
of attendance,” said Slavko Bekovic, co
president of Laker Nation. “Having that
I-millionth fan is something that we pride
ourselves on because we are Laker Nation.
Whether you're a member of the student
organization or you're a fan who has season
tickets, we're all part of Laker Nation.”
Gates will open at 5 p.m. for the Oct.
3 game against Tiffin and lucky fan No.
2.064 through the gate will win the prize
pack.
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GV avoids upset against Ferris State
Lakers take lead with less than 5 minutes left in fourth
quarter to defea t Ferris State for ninth consecutive time
By Matt Kuzawa
GVl. Sports Editor

GVL Archive / Eric Coulter

Junior running back James Berezik drives the ball through the Ferris State Bulldogs' defense.

GVl Archive / Eric Coulter

Junior running back James Berezik gained 178 yards on 28 carries during this game against Ferris.

Playing the No. I team in
the country, the Ferris State
University Bulldogs had a
plan in place that would take
down the mighty Lakers.
“It smelled like an upset
from the get go,” said Grand
Valley State University head
coach Chuck Martin. “I
was sitting on the sidelines
thinking that. They’re doing
everything right, and we’re
doing everything but making
the (big play).”
If they could have held on
for just 4 more minutes, then
Ferris State would have been
the talk of the town.
However, they could
not, and it turned out to be
GVSU’s (4-0, 3-0 GUAC)
45th consecutive regular
season victory and Ferris
State’s (l- 3, 0-3 GLIAC)
ninth-consecutive loss to the
Lakers.
“We didn’t get too
panicky,” Martin said. “It
was a hard-fought football
game on the road in a rivalry
game. I thought it was a
great football game on both
sides.”
The Lakers held a 10-0
lead with 7:22 left in the
second quarter, only to
see the Bulldogs tie the
game with 12:44 left in the
game. After countless failed
attempts to get the ball in the
end zone, the Inkers could
not get the big play they
were Imking for.
Senior quarterback Brad
Iciek said it was difficult to
keep the team upbeat.
“It was pretty hard,
especially with the young
guys,” he said. “You have
to try and keep them all
together. I got frustrated a

few times out there when we
couldn't move the ball. They
were playing hard the whole
game; give credit to them.”
Knowing it could be their
last shot at putting together
a gamewinning drive, Iciek
marched the offense down
the field.
“We knew that it was
going to be a long game and
that our drives would take
10 to 14 plays,” Iciek said.
“We were just going to have
to work through it and adjust
on the fly.”
Then .the Lakers found the
one play they were missing
in more than two quarters,
shattering the Bulldogs’
upset bid. With 4:13 to go
in the game, wide receiver
Mike Koster ran a route to
the comer of the end zone,
fooling the
Bulldogs’

starting
cornerback,
foran8-yard
touchdown
reception.
“We just
had to stick

Danny Richard.
Iciek completed l6-of-27
pass attempts for 186 yards
and two touchdowns. On the
ground, junior running back
Jimmy Berezik gained 178
yards on 29 carries.
Using a variety of
defensive fronts against the
Lakers’young offensive line,
the offense struggled most of
the game to make significant
progress down the field.
Many drives stalled after
crossing the 50-yard line.
“At times we were
confused up front,” Martin
said. “We didn't finish all
of our blocks but our young
guys are learning what it
takes to play college football
on the fly.”
Ferris’ plan on defense to
keep everything in front of
them forced
the leakers
‘‘We knew what
to run the
they were going to
ball.

do, and they had a
good plan. They kept
everything in front of
them and didn't let
us throw it over their
heads.”

“We

knew what
they
were
going
to
do,
and
together,
they had a
and
we
good plan,”
pulled
it
Martin said.
out,” Iciek
“They kept
CHUCK MARTIN
said. “One
everything
GVSU HEAD COACH
mistake
in front of
can make a
them
and
drive go bad, and we didn’t didn't let us throw it over
make those mistakes.”
their heads.”
It was an eight-play, 56While it was not the
yard drive more than 4:44 blowout victory Laker fans
that gave GVSU a 17-10 lead have grown accustomed
with 4:13 left on the clock.
to, Martin said he does not
Ferris State could not care.
answer, as the Laker defense
“I know the fans are going
recorded three tackles for to be pissed and will think
loss on the ensuing drive, the sky is falling,” he said.
including a drive-ending “We didn't get upset, and
sack and fumble recovery
I'm pretty proud of that.”
by senior defensive lineman
sports@ lanthorn .com
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Grand-er Valley
Lakers trounce Cardinals' hopes for redemption with 38-7 victory in front of record home crowd
Another motivating factor for the Lakers
was the 16,467 fans in attendance at Lubbers
Stadium - a GVSU and GLI AC record.
Before they could even blink, the Saginaw
“The crowd and the whole game atmosphere
Valley State University football team was really helped the guys get ready to go,“ said
down 17-0 to rival and No. 1 ranked Grand senior quarterback Brad Iciek. “Everyone was
Valley State University.
locked in and knew what this game meant.”
Everything the team had been working for
Iciek tied a career best with five touchdowns
in the past year, following last season’s 36-0 in the game — a feat especially impressive
blowout by the Lakers, had been for naught.
considering four different Inkers were on the
With 4 minutes, 44 seconds left in the receiving end of the touchdown throws.
opening quarter, the Lakers (2-0) took a
Last year, the Lakers’ run game racked up
commanding 17-point lead, while the No. 13 227 yards against the Cardinals. Assuming
Cardinals came out sputtering with only eight stopping the run would be their defense’s focus
net yards of offense.
on Saturday, the leakers were prepared to take
Cardinals players told the Saginaw News advantage of that.
earlier this week, they had been waiting for this
“We knew coming in that if they were going
game for a year.
to stop that then they were leaving the back end
Saginaw Valley State’s head coach Jim pretty open,44 Iciek said. “If they were going to
Collins told the Saginaw News he “knows stack the box then we were going to check it
what it takes to compete with Grand Valley: and throw it.”
an aggressive approach, taking the fight to the
In three quarters of work, the Lakers’ signal
opponent and not being intimidated ...”
caller finished 18-for-27 for 336 yards. Senior
Those comments were
wideout Blake Smolen claimed
added motivation for the Lakers
“(Saginaw Valley)
112 of those yards, including
in their 38-7 trouncing of the
two
touchdowns.
knows what it
Cardinals on Sept. 12.
The deep ball seemed to be
takes to compete
“Obviously when they made
open for the Lakers all game.
comments in the paper that
with Grand
“More than anything, their
they’ve been waiting all year
aggressiveness
hurt them,44
Valley...”
for this, (it’s) pretty motivating
Iciek said. “Especially with the
for our kids,” said GVSU head
play action. They're coming
JIM COLLINS
coach Chuck Martin.
down hill. If we’re running the
SVSU HEAD COACH
After the Inkers’ sub-par
ball, they’re probably stopping
performance in last week’s win
us.”
over Indianapolis, the team was
With just 99 yards rushing in the game and
already primed to come out of the gates firing.
struggling to get consistent yardage on the
Their rival’s comments only fueled that ground, the Leakers turned to Iciek.
mentality.
Through the Lakers’ lethal passing attack
“That helps you when you have kids that and a defense that kept Saginaw Valley State's
do that,44 Martin said. “Its nice to help us get offense from making any big plays, GVSU
motivated. Obviously after last week’s second was able to control the tempt) of the game as
half, I would like to be a more motivated team the Cardinals played from behind.
and come ready to play.”
“Saginaw got some things done but we had
ITie Lakers continued the trend in what has guys flying around all the time, even when
been a one-sided affair between the two teams they made plays,44 Martin said. “I certainly
in the past few years.
think they earned whatever they got on offense
“We’ve been putting it on them since ‘05 because our guys were pretty focused on that
really,” Martin said. “Three out of the past side of the ball.”
four years, it’s been a pretty lopsided football
Injury note: the leakers’ win came with a
game. We’ve had the game pretty much over significant blow to the defense when starting
by halftime.”
comerback Robert Carlisle broke his fibula and
Saturday's game was a 31-7 halftime lead tibia, ending his senior season.
for the leakers, from which the Cardinals of
sports @ lanthorn x om
Saginaw Valley State could not come back.
By Matt Kuzawa
GVL Sports F.ditor

GVL Archive / Andrew Mills

Junior quarterback Brad Iciek throws the ball during the first quarter of the Sept. 12 victory over
Saginaw Valley. Iciek completed 11-of-18 passes and threw for 111 yards during the game
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Top-ranked Laker football team
rides first-half surge to victory
6:43 left in the opening half.
After a 14-point outburst at the end of the
GVl. Sports Editor
first half, the Lakers' offense sputtered in the
Two touchdowns on the opening drives in second half managing just a field goal.
the past two weeks for sophomore tight end
Senior running back P.T. Gates, who finished
Andrew Lorman has fueled the No. I ranked the game with 213 all purpose yards, squirted
Lakers to a pair of victories to open the 2(X)9 into the endzone with an 8-yard run with 2:23
season.
remaining in the first half giving the leakers a
Grand Valley State University (2-0) built
16-7 lead. On 12 carries, the senior averaged
a 16-point halftime lead over
almost 7 yards per touch,
Indianapolis on Sept. 5 and
On 12 carries,
finishing with 83 yards.
never looked back,on their way
The final touchdown of the
senior
running
back
to a 26-10 win on the road.
game came with less than a
P.T. Gates averaged
On their first drive, with 12
minute to go in the half when
minutes, I0 seconds left in the
almost 7 yards per
junior wide receiver Mike
first quarter, quarterback Brad
Koster hauled in a touchdown
touch, finishing
Iciek found Lorman open in
from Iciek.
the back of the endzone to give
with 83 yards.
The leakers' offense gained
the Lakers a 6-0 lead. Kicker
with 320 yards in the first half,
Justin Trumble missed the extra point attempt compared to Indianapolis' 116, with 74 coming
for the Lakers.
on the long touchdown catch.
Just three plays later, Indianapolis responded
Iciek missed a few throws but still managed
with a quick 74-yard touchdown strike to take to put up solid numbers, completing 19 of
an early 7-6 lead.
36 passes for 240 yards in the air. However,
After failing on two fourth downconversions, he gained 2I0 of the yards in the first half,
Trumble’s field goal put the Lakers up 9-7 with managing only 30 yards in the second.
By Matt Kuzawa

Courtesy Photo / Eric Stoike

GVSU defeated Indianapolis on the road.

Koster led the team in receiving with 5
catches for 68 yards, while junior running back
Jimmy Berezik led the rushing attack with 101
yards on 20 carries.
GVSU will kxtk to add to its 44 game regular
season winning streak Sept. 12 when they host
rival Saginaw Valley State University. Kickoff
at Lubbers Stadium is set for 7 p.m.

sports @ lanthorn.(%om
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The Lakers led by 16 points at halftime.

Courtesy Photo / Eric Stoike

In their second victory of the 2009 season, the Lakers beat Indianapolis 26-10 with a 16-point lead going in to the second half. GVSU's first home game took place the following week on Sept. 12.
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Big plays outweigh early miscues Rf
By Matt Kuzawa
(7VZ. Sports Editor

The usual suspects were at it again as the
No. I leakers opened the season with another
victory — their 43rd consecutive regular
season win.
Despite some stiff'competition from No.
11 ranked West Texas A&M, Grand Valley
State University managed a decisive 37-23
defeat among a crowd of 15J093 at Kimbrough
Memorial Stadium the night of Aug. 29.
There was plenty of both good and bad for
the Inkers in the seasonopening victory. Here’s
a look at a few of them:

Good
Senior quarterback Brad Iciek is coming off
of his worst game as a Leaker in a season-ending
loss to the University of Minnesota-Duluth in
which he threw three interceptions.
The team has to be happy with how their
starting quarterback bounced back with a
solid 17-for-25,216 yard, three touchdown
performance on Saturday. Iciek made few
mistakes as he distributed the ball to seven
different receivers.
With the playoff loss still lingering over
Iciek in the offseason, the Lakers’ signal caller
can now officially put it behind him. He is now
coming off of a good performance, which has
to be a big confidence fxxrst for Iciek for the
rest of the season.
Bad
With only two returning linemen on the
Inkers’ offensive line, it is expected there
would be some growing pains. That was
evident by the botched snaps between junior
center James Hardy and quarterback Brad
Iciek. One resulted in the ball bouncing into the
end zone, requiring Iciek to fall on it, earning a
safety.
While the young offensive line should only
improve over time, it is still an area of concern
until Hardy develops consistent delivery to
Iciek.
(rood

At certain times during the game, senior
wideout Blake Smolen seemed to disappear
and was held in check by the West Texas
defense. While this may seem a bad thing, this
opened up big plays for other players such as
Mike Koster and Tony Carreri. Last season,
when running back James Berezik sat out in
the leakers’ playoff loss to Minnesota- Duluth,
Smolen was taken out of virtually every play,
leaving Iciek with few weapons to move the
ball down the field.
With the return of junior wide receiver
Koster from academic ineligibility, the leakers

are assured to have at least one big-time
receiver if Smolen is taken out of the equation
by an opposing team’s double team.
Bad
Just as the Lakers’ receivers found weak
spots in the opposing defense. West Texas
A&M seemed to as well . The Buffaloes
managed 408 yards against the young,
inexperienced GVSU comerbacks. This
may be one of the soft spots on the Lakers’
defense, with first-year starter Enrique Shaw
and secondyear starter Robert Carlisle at
the comers. Despite the lack of experience.
Buffaloes’ passing attack will be one of the
better offenses the Lakers will face early in
the season, allowing time for them to gel
with safeties Jake McGuckin, a senior, and
sophomore Zach Breen.

Good
The Lakers’ pass rush undoubtedly took
a hit with the loss of defensive All-American
Dan Skuta to graduation. However, Skuta’s
wreckingmate senior Danny Richard is poised
to have a monstrous year, as evidenced by
his two sacks Saturday night. Richard had his
way with West Texas’ offensive line at times,
as his speed around the edge proved valuable
in applying pressure to Buffaloes' quarterback
Taylor Harris. On a few plays Richard seemed
to be out of the play, however, he kept his feet
moving, running full speed down field to make
a play on the ball. His speed on the edge will
give defensive coordinators fits, and Richard is
likely to end up with a double-digit sack total
by season’s end.
Bad
There were a few mental lapses by the
leakers in the opening half of Saturday’s game.
It may just be earlyseason jitters, but it cannot
sit well with head coach Chuck Martin to see
his starting running back Berezik cough up
the ball on the Lakers’ second possession of
the season. That, coupled with nine penalties
totaling % yards, has to change for the leakers
to make a mn at a championship.
It appeared halftime provided the Inkers
with a chance to regroup and refocus on their
way to 27 consecutive points to take a 34-9
lead. But before a 46-yard touchdown from
Smolen at the end of the first half, the Lakers
appeared to be mentally distraught.
Good
The Lakers, accustomed to subpar Division
II opponents, gained valuable big-game
experience just one game into the 2009 season.
Win or lose this would have benefited the
young players no matter what, and may prove
pivotal for a successful playoff mn.
sports @ lanthorn £om

Courtesy Photo / Eric Stoike

Junior running back James Berezik dodges a West Texas A&M player tackle during the Aug. 29
game at Kimbrough Memorial Stadium. This was the 43rd consecutive regular season win for GV.

Courtesy Photo / Eric Stoike

GVSU senior quarterback Brad Iciek runs the ball through the defensive line of West Texas A&M.
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GVSU outruns Ashland in their 34-7 win. The Lakers continued winning for the regular season.
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GVSU junior Justin Victor makes a tackle in the semifinal game against Carson-Newman College.

